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C H A P. L 

i^he different charaSlers of two Jijiers^ 

HARRIOT and Sophia were 
the daughters of a gentle- 
man, who, having fpent a 
good paternal inheritance before he 
was five and thirty^ was reduced to 
liv^ upon the moderate falary of a 
place at court, which his friends 
procured him to get rid of his im^- 
portunities. The fame imprudence 
by which lie had been governed in 
affairs of lefs importance, directed him 
Vol. L B . like- 
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2 SOPHIA. 

likewife in the choice of a wife : the 
woman he married had no merit bUt 
heMtty, and: hrotight with her to the 
houfe of a man whofe fortune was 
already ruined, nothing but a tafte for 
luxury aad cxpence, without ti\e 
mewis^ of -gratifying it. 

Harriot, the eldeft daughter of 
this couple, was, like her mother, a 
beauty, and upon that a^count^ as 
well as the conformity of her tem- 
per and inclinations to hers, cn- 
grofled all her afFeftiori, 

Sophia fhe affeiftedr to defpife, be*- 
caufe ihe. wanted in- an equ^ degree 
thole peribnal ^ttraiStions, which in 
her opinion conftituted the whek of 
female perfeSion. Mere common 
judges, however, ^ybwed her pcrfon 
to be agreeable ; people of difcern- 
ment and tafte pronounced her fome- 
thing more; There was diiFufed 
throughout the whole peribn of So- 
fhi^ a certain fcefet ch^m^ a natu- 
ral 
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ral grace whichf cannot Be defined > 
(he was not indeed £6 beautifnl ad 
Igier fiiler, boS £be WM more attn^:^ 
tiye ; ber coi»pk)^[»|) was not Co f^ 
as Harriot's^ nor h^r featoee^ ib re^ 
^ular, biirt togedier they vretc hit oi 
charms : her eyes were particularly 
fine> large^ and full of fire^ but that 
fire tempe^d with a tendernefe {<i 
bewitching, as infenfibly made its 
vrzj to the heart* Harriot had 
beauty,^ but Sophia had fomediihg; 
more 5 (he had graces. 

One of the moft beautiful fiAions 
of Homer, fays the celebrated M?;r- 
tefyuieu^ is that of the girdle which 
gave Venus the power of pleafing. 
Nothing is more proper to give us 
an idea of the magick and force of 
the graces, which feem to be given 
to a perfonv by fome invifible power, 
and are diilingui£hed from beauty it« 
fclf- 

Harriot's charms produced at the 
B 2 firft 
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fifft light all the^ffeia: they werec'a-i 
pable of; a fecond look of Sophia 
was more dangerous than the firft,^ 
for grace is feldomer found in the face 
than the .manners j and, as our man-, 
ner is formed every moment, a 
new furprife is perpetually creating^ 
A woman can be beautiful but one. 
way, {he can be graceful a thoufand*: 
Harriot was formed to be the ad-, 
miration of the many; Sophia the 
paffion of the few, the fweet fenfi- 
bility of her countenance, thepow-: 
erfiil expreffion of her eyes, the foft 
elegance of her fhape and motion, a 
melodious voice, whofe varied ac- 
cents enforced the fenfible things fhe 
always iaid, were beauties not capa- 
ble . of ftriking vulgar minds ; and 
which were fure tp be eclipfed by 
the dazling luftre of her lifter's com-^ 
plexion, and the fire of two bright 
eyes, whofe looks were as quick and 
uofettled as her thoughts. , 

While 
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While Harriot was receiving thSfi 
Improvement of a polite education, 
Sophia was left to form herfelf as 
well as {he could ; happily for her a 
juft tafte and folid judgment fupplied 
the place of teachers, precept, and 
example. The hours that Harriot 
wafted in drefs,, company, and gay 
amufements, were by Sophia devoted 
to reading. 

A good old gentleman, who was 
nearly related to her father, perceiv- 
ing this tafte in her, encouraged it 
by his praifes, and furniftied her 
with the means of , gratifying it, by 
conftantly fupplying her with fuch 
books as were beft calculated to im- 
prove her morals and underftanding* 
His admiration encreafing in propor- 
tion as he had opportunities of ob- 
ferving her merit, he undertook to 
teach her the French and Italian lan- 
guages, in which fhe foon made a 
furprifing'progrefs ; and by the time 
B 3 fhe 
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^ liftd feaclied her fifteenth year, 
(hfi had xead aU tibe beft authors in 
thefn« as well as in her own. 

By this unwearied ^)fJication to 
reading, her miod becime a beauti- 
ful ftore-houfe of ideas : hence {he 
derived the power and the habit, of 
conflant xefledion, which at once 
enlarged her underftanding, and con- 
firmed her in the principles of piety 
«nd virtue. 

As flie grew older the manage- 
ment of the femily entirely devolved 
Bpon her j for her niother had no 
tafte for any thing but plcafurc, and 
her fifter was taught to confider her- 
felf as a fine lady^ whofe beauty 
could not Bull to make her fortune, 
and whofe fole care it ought to be 
to drefs to the greateft advantage, 
and make her appearance in every 
pla<x where flie iaoight cncrcafe the 
number of her admirers. 

Sophiai in acquitting herfelf o£ . 

the 
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the duties of a hcmfe^keeper to hdr 
mother, fhewed that the highcft in- 
<elledual knprovcments were not tn^ 
compatible with the humbler cares 
of domeftic life: every thing that 
went through her hands received a 
grace aiid prppriety from the good 
fenfe by which flie was dire6fced; nor 
did her attention to iamijy-affairs 
break in upon her dafHng^amufcmcnt 
reading. 

Pwple who know how to employ 
their time well arc good.economifts 
of it. ^Sophia laid out hers in fuch 
exa<a proportions, Aat ^(hc had al- 
ways fufficient for the feveral em- 
ployments fhe was engaged in : the 
bufinefe of her life, like that of na- 
ture, was performed without noife, 
hurry, orconfufion. 

The death of Mr. Damley threw 
this little family into a deplorable 
ftate of indigence, whiph was felt 
the more fcverely, as they had hi- 
fi 4 thertQ 
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8 S O P H I A. 

thcrto lived in an affluence of att 
things, and the debts which an ex- 
pence fo ill proportioned to their in- 
come had obliged Mr. Darnley to 
contract, left the unhappy widow and 
her children without any refource; 
The plate, furniture, and every 
thing valuable were feized by the 
creditors. Mrs, Darnley and her 
daughters retired to a private lodg- 
ing, where the firft days w^erc paiTed 
in weak deipondence on the part of 
the mother, in pafflonate repinings 
on that of the eldeft daughter, and by 
Sophia in decent forrow and pious 
re%nation. 

Mrs. Darnley however, by a natu- 
ral confequence of her thoughtlefs 
temper, foon recovered iter former 
gaiety. Prefent evils only were ca- 
pable of affeifting her ; refledtion and 
forecaft never difturbed the iettjed 
calm of her mind. If the wants of 
one day were fupplied, fhe did no^ 

con-- 
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confider what inconveniences the 
next might produce. As for Harriot 
flie found refources of comfort in the 
exalted ideas fhe had of her own 
charms; and having already laid it 
down as a maxim, that poverty was 
the moft fhameful thing in the world, 
flie formed her refolutions accord- . 
ingly. 

Sophia, asibon as her grief for the 
lofs of her father had fubfided, be- 
gan to confider of fome plan for their 
future fubfiftence. She forbore how-» 
ever to communicate her thoughts 
on this fubjedt to her mother and 
fitter, who had always affedlcd to treat 
every thing fhe faid with contempt, 
the mean difguife which envy had 
aflumed to* hide their confcioufnefs 
of her fuperior merits but (lie open- 
ed her mind to the good old gentle- 
man, to whom fhe had been obliged 
for many of her improvements. She 
told him that being by his generous 
B 5 cares 
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ca^s qualified to undertake die edi^ 
catkmjof a yaung lady, ihe was de- 
firous of being received into the fa- 
mily xx£ fome perfbn c^ diftin&ion in 
the quality of governed to the daugh- 
ters of k, that ihe mi^ at once fe- 
pune to herielf a decent eftablifh* 
mentt and he enabled to aflift her 
mother. She hinted that if her 
fifber jQould be alib prevailed upon to 
enter into the :&rvioe of a lady of 
quali^, they might jointly contribute 
their endeavours to naake their mo* 
ther's life comfortable. 

Mr. Herbert praifed her defign^ 
and promifed to mention it to Mrs. 
Damley, to whom he jconceived he 
might ipeak with the greater frefe- 
dom, as his near relation to her 
huibc'd, and Jthe long friendihip 
whicli had fubfiftcd between them, 
gave him a right to intereft himfelf 
in their aifairs. The firft words he 
uttered produced fuch an emotion in 

Mrs. 



y Google 



SOPHIA- 11 

Mrs- Darnlcy*s countenance, as con* 
vinced him that what he liad farther 
to fay would not be favourably re- 
ceived. She coloured, drew herfelf 
up with an air oFdignity, looking at 
the fame time at hCr eldeft daughter 
with a fcornful fmile. 

Mr. Herbert, however, continued 
his difcourfc, when Harriot, with 
a pertnefs which flie took for 
wit, interrupted him by a loud 
laugh, and -afked him, if going to 
ferviee was the beft provifion he 
could think of for Mr. Darnley's 
daughters ? 

Mr.. Herbert, turning haftily ta 
her, replied with a look of great gra- 
vity, and in a calm accent, ^* Have 
«* you, mifs, thought of any thing 
^* better?" 

•Harriot, without being difconcert* 

cd, retorted very brifkly, ** People 

«* who have nothing but advice to 

•* offer to their friends in diftrcfs, 

- B 6 ^' ought 
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/* ought to be filent till they are afk^ 
•* ed for it." 

. ** Good advice, Mifs," replied the 
old gentleman with the fame 
compofure, ** is what every body 
** cannot, and many will not give 5 
*' and it is at Icaft an inftance of 
** friendfhip to hazard it, where one 
•' may be almoft fare of its giving 
.*« offence." But, continued he, turn- 
ing to Sophia, " my young pupil 
♦« here has, I hope, not profited fo 
*« little by her reading as to beigno- 
*' rant of the value of good counfel; 
*^ and I promife her fhe fhall not only 
*' command the befl that I am ca- 
f* pable of giving, but every other 
** affiflance fhe may fland in need 
f^ of" Saying this, he bowed and 
went away, without any attempts 
from Mrs. Darnley to detain him. 

Poor Sophia, who was fuppofed by 
her filence to have acquiefced in the 
old gentleman's propofal, was ex- 

pofed 
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pofed to a thoufand reproaches for 
her meannefs of fpirit. She attempt-^ 
ed to fhew the utility, and even the 
neceflity of following his advice; but 
fhe found on this occafion, as (ht had 
on many others, that with fome per- 
fbhs it is not fafe to be reafohable. 
Her arguments were anfwered with 
rage and inved:ive, which fqon filen- 
ced her, and increafed the triumph of 
her imperious fitter. 

Mr. Herbert, apprehenfive of the 
iU treatment fhe was likely to be 
I expofed to, offered to place her in 
tlgifffamily of a country clergyman, 
and to pay for her board till iuch a 
fettlement as fhe defii^^could be 
procured for her j^^WWhc tender 
Sophia, not willing to leave her mo- 
ther while ftie could be of any ufc to 
her, gratefully declined his offer, 
ftill expecting that the increafing 
perplexity of their circumflances 
might bring her to relifli his reafon-- 

able 



y Google 



14 SOPHIA. 

able counfels, and that flle might 
have the fah<aion of her confent to 
a i^ep which prudence made necef- 
iary to be taken. 

A legacy of a hundred pounds be- 
ing left her by a young lady )vho 
tenderly loved her, fend who died in 
her arms, (he inmiediately presented 
it to her mother, by whom it was re- 
ceived with a transport of joy, but 
without any refleftion upon the filial 
piety of her who gave it. 

Sophia's good friend, though he 
did not abfolutely approve o( this 
exalted ftrain of tendernefs, yet"l|d 
not fail to place the merit of it in 
the fulleflj^hn but Harriot, who 
never he^WP^raifes of her fitter 
without a vifible emotion, interrupted 
him, by ikying, that Sophia had only 
done. what ihe ought; and that fhe- 
herielf would have a6ted in the fame 
mafiner, if the fum had been twenty 
times larger. 

The 
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The fame dcKcacy which induced 
Sophia to'divcft herfelf of any par- 
ticular right to ' this Imall legacy^ 
made her fee the mifapplication of it 
without difcovering the leaft mark of 
diflike. Harriot, who governed her 
mother abfolutely, having reprefent- 
ed to her/tliat the ohfcurityin which 
they lived was not the means to pre-* 
ierve their old friends, or to ac<}uire 
new ones, and that it was their bu-- 
fincfe to appear again in the world, 
aod put thcmfelves in the way of for- 
tune, which could not be done with- 
out making a decent appearance at 
leaft; Mrs. DarxJey, who thought 
this reafoning unanfwerable, con- 
fcnted to their changing their preient 
lodgings for others more genteel, and 
to whatever expences her eldeft 
daughter judged neceflary to fecure 
the fuccefs of her fcheme. 

Sophia lamented in fecret this ex- 
cefs of indprudence s Wid to avoid be- 
ing 
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ing a witnefs of it, as well as to free 
her mother from the expence of her 
maintenance, fherefolved to accept of 
the j&rft genteel place that offered; but 
the natural foftnefs and timidity of 
her temper, made her delay as long asr 
poffible mentioning this defign to 
her mother and fifter, left it fliould be 
conftrued into a tacit reproach of 
them for a condu<a: fo very dif- 
ferent. 

Indeed her condition was greatly 
altered for the worfe, fince the pre- 
fent fhc had made of her legacy. Her 
mother and fifter had never loved her 
with any great degree of affecftion, 
and their tendernefs for her was now 
entirely loft in the uneafy confciouf- 
nefs of having owed an obligation to 
her, for which they could not refolve 
to be grateful. They no longer con- 
fidered her as an infignificant perfort 
whofe approbation or diilike was of 
no fort of confequcnce, but as a faucy 

cen- 



y Google 



S O P H I A, 17 

cenfurer of their adions, who aflum-* 
ed to herfelf a fuperiority, on account 
of the paultry affiftance ihe had af- 
forded them: every thing fhefaid wa$ 
conftrued into upbraidings of the 
benefit fhe had conferred upon them. 
If fhe offered her opinion upon any 
occafion, Harriot would fay to her 
with a malicious fneer, ** To be fure 
*' you think you have a right to give 
*' us laws, becaufe we have had the 
*' misfortune to be obliged to you/' 
And Mrs. Darnley, working herfelf 
up to an agony of grief and refentr 
ment for the. fancied infult, would 
lift up her eyes and cry^ *'How 
" much is that mother to be pitied 
** who lives to receive alms from her 
^* child!" 

Poor Sophia ufed to anfwer no 
otherwife than by tears : but this 
was fure tb aggravate her fault ; for 
it was fuppofed that fhe wept and 
appeared affliaied only to fhew peo- 
ple? 
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pic what ungrateful rcttarn® flie met 
with for her goodnefs. 

Thus did the unhappy Sophia, 
with the fofteft fenfibility of heart, 
and tendered afFedtions, fee herfelf 
excluded from the endearing tefti- 
monies of a mother's fonduefs, only 
hy being too worthy of them, and 
expofed to fliocking fuff»cions of 
undutifulaefs, for an tiQtion that 
ihewed the highdl £Ual iilFedtion : 
fo true it is, that great virtues can- 
not be undefftood by nfican ^md little 
miitds, apd with fuch, not only lo(fe 
all their luttre, but are too oftea 
miAaken for die contrary nces. 
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CHAP. II. 

TAe T^riumph of the Graces^ 

WHILE Sophia paffcd her 
time in melancholy refle<^* 
ons, Harriot, being by her generous 
gift enaUed to make as ihewy an 
appearance as her fnourning habit 
would permit, again mixed in com-^ 
panj, and laid baits ior admiration. 
Her beauty foon procured her a great 
BUBiber of lovers^ her poverty made 
their approaches tsSy i and the 
weaknefs of her underftanding, her 
infipid gaiety, and pert afFe<Station of 
wit, encouraged the moft licentious 
hopes, and expofed Her to the moft 
impertinent addreffes. 

Among thofe wha looking upon 
her as a conqueft of no great difficul- 
ty formed the mortifying defign of 
making a miftrefs of her» was Sir 

Charles 
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Charles Stanley, a young baronet of^ 
a large eftate, a moft agreeable per- 
fon, and engaging addrefs : his fine 
qualities made him the delight of all 
who knew him, and even envy itfelf 
allowed him to be a man of the 
ftriifteft honour and unblemiflied in- 
tegrity, 

Peribns who conned the idea of 
virtue and goodnefs with fuch a cha- 
rafter, would find it hard to con-' 
ceive how a man who lives in a con- 
ftant courfe of diffimulationwith one 
part of his fpecies, and who abufes 
the advantages he has received from 
nature and fortune, in fubduing chaf- 
tity, and enfnaring innocence, can 
poflibly deferve, and eflablifh a re- 
putation for honour ! but fuch are 
the illufions of prejudice, and fuclv 
the tyranny of cuftom^ that he who 
is called a man of gallantry, is at the 
fame time efteemed a man of ho- 
nour, though gallantry comprehends* 

the 
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the worft kind of fraud, cruelty, and 
injuftice. 

* Sir Charles Stanley had been ^4)ut 
too fuccefsful in his attempts upon 
beauty, to fear being rejeded by 
Mifs Darnley; and knowing her fi- 
tuation, he refolved to, engage her 
gratitude at leaft before he declared 
his defigns. He had intereft enough 
to procure the place her father en- 
joyed for a gentleman, who thought 
himfelf happy in obtaining it, though 
charged with an annuity of fourfcore 
poimds a year for the widow of his- 
predeceflbr. 

Sir Charles, in acquainting Mifs 
Darnley with what he had done in 
favour of her niother, found himfelf 
under no neceffity of infinuating hi& 
motive for the extraordinary intereft 
he took in the affairs of this diftreft 
family. Harriot's vanity anticipated 
any declaration of this fort, and the 
thanks flie gave him were accompa- 
nied 
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Jiicd with fuch an apparent confci- 
oufnefs of the power of her charms^ 
as convinced him his work was al- 
ready more than half done. 

He was now received at Mrs* 
Dandey's in the quality of a declared 
lover of HaLtrioty and although a-^ 
xnidft all his afliduities he never men-' 
tioncd niarriage, either the mother 
and daughter did not penetrate into 
bis real dcfigns, or were but too 
much difpofed to favour them. 

The innocent heart of * Sophia wa$ 
at firft overwhelmed with joy for the 
happy provifion that had been made 
for her mother, and the profpeft of 
fuch an advantageous match for he/ 
fiiler, when Mr. Herbert, who knew 
the world too well to be impofed up- 
on by diefe fine appearances, gently 
hinted to his young fiivourite, his ap- 
prehenfions of the baronet's difho- 
nourable views. 

Her delicacy was fo ihocked by 

this 
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tkis fufpidon^ that £he could fcarce 
forbear exprefling feme little refent- 
ment of it ; but refleding that this 
ardent lover of Harriot's had not yet 
made any propofals of marriage, her 
good fenfe immediately fuggefled to 
hex, that fuch afifefbed delays in a 
man who was abfolutely indepen- 
dent, and with a woman whole fitu- 
ation made it a point of delicacy to 
be early explicit on that head, could 
only proceed from intentions which 
he had not yet dared to own^ 

Chance had fo ordered it, that hi- 
therto fhe had tieycr feen Sir Charles 
Stanley ; whenever he came, fhc was 
either employed in the family affairs, 
or engaged with her books, which 
it was no eafy matter to make her 
quit. BeMes, as fhe had no ihare 
in his vifits, and as her fifter never 
(hewed any inclination, to introduce 
her to h^m, ihe thought it did not 
become her to intrude herfclf upon 

his 
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liis acquaintance.. Sir Charles indeed, 
knowing that Mrs. Darnley had an- 
other daughter, ufed fometimes to 
enquire for her, but was neither fur- 
prifednor difappointed that fhe never 
appeared. 

Sophia, however, was determined 
to be in the way when he came 
liext, that fhe might have an oppor- 
tunity of obferving his behaviour to 
her fitter; and fondly flattered her- 
felf that fhe fhould difcover nothing 
to thedifadvantage of a perfbn, whom 
her grateful heart had taught itfeif 
to love and efleem as their common 
benefad:or. 

Sir Charles at the next vifit found 
Sophia in the room with her fifler. 
He inflantly faw fomethirig in her 
looks and perfon which infpired him 
with more refpedt than he had been* 
ufed to feel for Mrs, Darnky and 
Harriot; a dignity which ihe de- 
rived from innate virtue, and ex- 
alted 
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vittd underftaiiding. Struck with 
that inexplicable charm in her coun- 
tenance which made it impoffible to 
look on her with indifference, he 
began to confiderher with an at- 
tention which greatly difgufted Har- 
riot, who could^not conceive that 
wh6re ihe was prefent any other 
objedt was worthy notice. 

Sophia herfelf was a little difcon- 
certed by the young baronet's fo 
eatneftly gazing on her ; and, in or- 
der to divert his looks, opened a 
converfation in which her fifter 
might bear a part. Then it was, 
that without defigning it, fhe dif- 
played her whole power of charm- 
ing : that flow of wit which was 
fo natural to her, the. elegant pro- 
priety of her language, the deli-' 
cacy of her fentiments, the ani^ 
mated look which gave them new 
force, and fent them direftly to the 
heart, and the moving graces of 

Vol. !• C the 
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the moft harmonious voice in thff 
wprld, were attradions, which^ 
though generally loft on fools, fel- 
dom fail of their eflfed on the heart 
of a man of fenfe. 

Sir Charles was wrapt in wonder' 
and delight; he had no eyes, no 
ears, but for Sophia : he fearce per- 
ceived that Harriot was in the. 
room. 

The infolent beauty,, aftorafhcd at 
fuch unufual negleft, vaticd her at- 
titude and her charms a thoufand 
different waya to djcaw his attention ; 
but foimd all was to no purpofe. 
Had fhe been capable of ferioas fe- 
fledion, fhe might now have difco- 
vcred what advantages her fifter^ 
though inferior to her in beauty^ 
gained over, her, by the force of 
her underftanding : fhe might now 
have feen, 

*^ How beauty is cicdltdhymadeji^tzcer 
•« And wifiiom, wlijch akMieis, truly fair/' 

Bttt 
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But too ignorant to know hd* 
own wants, and too conceited ta 
imagine flie had any, fhe was 
ilrangely perplexed how to account 
for fo fudden an alteration in Sit 
Chaiies. 

' Her uneafinefs, however, grew fo 
great, that ihe was not able to con- 
ceal it. She ihifted her feat two or 
three times in a minute, bit hei^ 
lips almoft through, and frovmed 
io intelligibly, that Sophia at laft 
perceiving her agitation, fuddenly 
recoUefted herfelf, and quitted Ai 
room upon pretence of bufinefs. 

' When flie was gone, Harriot 
lirawing herfelf up,^ and afluming' 
a look which exprefled her confix 
detice iri^ the irrefiftible power of 
her charms, feemed refolved to 
make her lovef repent the little no- 
tice he had taken of her in this' 
vilit by . playing off a thoufand' 
fcornful airs upon him ^ but fhe 
C z ivas 
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was more mortified than ever, when 
vpon turning her eyes towards him, 
in full expedation of finding his 
fixed upon her, fhe faw them bent 
upon the ground, and fuch a pen- 
fivenefs in his countenance, as all 
her rigors could never yet oc- 
cafion. 

. She was confidering what to fay 
to him to draw him out of this re- 
verie, when Sir Charles, on a fud- 
den raifing his eyes, turned them 
towards the door with a look of 
mingled anxiety and impatience, 
and then, as if difappointed, fighed 
and addreflfed fome indifferent con- 
verfation to Harriot. . 

The Udy, now quite provoked, 
had recourfe to an artifice which 
her Ihallow underftanding fuggefted 
to her, as an infallible method of 
awakening his tenderneis, and this 
was to make him jealous. With- 
out any preparation, therefore, fhe 

introduced 
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introduced the name of Lord L — ^ 
a young nobleman who was juft re- 
turrted from his travels, and lavifh- 
ing a thoufand encomiums upon his 
perfon, and his elegant tafte in 
drefs, added, " That he was the 
** beft bred man in the world, and 
** had entertained her fo agreeably 
^* one night at the play, when hap- 
^^ pening to come into a box where 
** fhe was with a lady of her ac- 
** qudntance, that they did not 
** mind a word the players faid, he 
** was fo diverting." 

Sir Charles coldly anfwered, 
** That LordL™ was a very pretty 
^* youth, and that he was intimate- 
** ly acquainted with him.** 

*' Oh then," cried Harriot> with 
a great deal of afFefted joy, ^* I 
•* vow and proteft you fhall bring 
*• him to fee me." 

" Indeed you mull excufe me, 
C 3 . '' madam/' 
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** madam/' faid Sir Charles witk 
feme quicknefs^ 

Harriot, concluding her ftratagem: 
had taken effed:, was <juite tranf- 
ported* and renewed her attacks^ 
determined to make him. AijSer as 
much as poijible; but the young 
baronet, whofe thoughts were full 
of Sophia, and whofe emotion at 
the requeft Harriot had made.hinv 
was occafioned by fears very difFe- 
rent from thoie ihe fufpedted, took 
n© further notice of what fhe faid, 
but interrupted lier to aik how old 
her fifler Sophia was ? 

*^ I dare engage, replied Harriot^ 
*' you would xxf^vi^^ have fuppofed 
** her to be younger than I am." . 

The baronet fnil^d, and looking;^ 
nt his watch, fcemcd furprifed that 
it was fo late, and took his leave.. 

Mifs Darnley following him to. 
the door of the room, cried, ** Be- 
^' member I lay my commands up- 

*^ oa 
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** on you to bring mj Lord L— to 
** fee me." ^ 

Sir Charles anfwered her no 
otherwife than by a low bow, and 
£he returned, delighted at the part- j^^ 
ing pang which fhe fuppofed flie 
had given him. Vanity is extreme- 
ly ingenious in procuring grafifica- 
tlons for itfelf. 
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T^Jtc Toung Baronet declares hw 
Paffion. 

HARRIOT. did not doiibt but 
that fhe had tormented , Sir 
Charles fiifficiently \ . and it was the 
unfliaken confidence which (he had 
in the power of her charms, that 
hindered her froni difcovering the 
true caufe of the new difguft fhe 
had conceived for her fifter. How- 
ever, it was fo great that ftie could 
fcarcely (peak to her civilly, dt en- 
dure her in her fight : yet jQie found 
an increafe of plcafure in talking to 
her mother when fhe was prefent, 
.of the ~ violent paflion Sir Charles 
Stanley had for her, and . in 
giving an exaggerated account of 
the profeflions he made her. 

Sophia 
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Sophia did not liften to this fort 
of difcourfe with her ufual complai- 
iance. Her mind became infen- 
fibly more difpofed to , fufpeft the 
finCerity of the baronet's paffion for 
her fifter : ihe grew perifive and me- 
lancholy, fought folitude more than- 
ever, and loved reading lefs. 

This change, which her own in- 
nocence hid from herfelf, was' 
quickly perceived by Mr. Herbert, 
who loved her with a parent's fond- 
nefs, and thought nothing indiffe- 
rent which concerned her. He toola 
occafion one. day to mention Sif 
ChSrles Stanley to her, and afked^ 
her opinion of his perfori arid un- 
derftanding, keeping his eyes fixed 
upon her at the fame time, which* 
difconcerted her fe riluch that fhe 
blufhed ; and though fhe com-*, 
mended him greatly, yet it was 
cafy to difcover that fhe forbore td 

C 5 . ;- M 
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% all the goo^ihe tlioaght of Ititm^ 
for &U of faying, too much^ 

Mr« Herbert no longer doubted 
but thi» dangeroas youth had made 
an Emprel&on cm the innocent heart 
of Sophia^ which was flill .igno- 
rant of its pwa eniotions* 

He h^d perceived for iimie time 
that Sir Charks had changed the 
obje<St of his por&its : his vifits^ 
now were always fliort, unkfs So- 
phia was in the way : he brought 
her all the new books and pam- 
jpWets ihat were publiflaed which 
K^rere worth her reading : he adopt-* 
ed the purity and delicacy of "her 
&n:timents> declared himielf always^ 
of the fide Ihe efpouied : he talk- 
ed of virtue like a maa who loved 
and pradiiipd k, and kt aK his own> 
good qualities, in the fakrefl light :. 
he prefented Harriot from time ta 
tioK with fafliionable trifles^ and 
HcQ^ Sophia books enough to fur-^ 

;m£h 
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jiifli out a little libriuy,. coaififting 
of die beft aijthors, in Englifh, 
French, and Italian,^ all elegantly 
boimd,. with^ propw caies for their 
reception: he piaifed whatever ihe 
approved, and appeared «o,have 
great refpci^ and confideratibn for 
Mn Herbert, becaufe he^dSfer7ed 
fee loved and eftcemed hiin; ^ 

That faithful friend of the vir^ 
tuous Sophia trembliwi for her dan- 
ger, when he confideredthat by this^ 
artful management the baix^net wa& 
ftrengthening himlelf evtrry day in 
her good opinioOr ^tnd iedudug her 
js^€tk>n9 under the api^esu-ance of 
jgaeritin^ her efteerii; yet he Ad not 
ihink it proper >to give kdf even k 
hint of ker fituation. A young 
maid ha& ^Skd over the htSt 
bounda of ireiervedtiefs> wbk> allwsi^ 
hcrfeif to think ihe is in kwe^ if 

Mr. Herbert would not iiuniU^ 
sksel^er wit|i ib danger9us aa^idca^^ 
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he Jcnew her ~ extreme modcily^ 
her folid virtue; he was under 
no apprehenfions that fhe would 
ever ad: unworthy of her cha^ 
radter; but a heart £o nicely fen^ 
fible, fo delicately tender as hers, 
he knew muft fufFer greatly from a 
Idifappointed paffion; and .this .was 
what he wanted to prevent; not by 
'Woimding her delicacy with fuggeft- 
-ing to her that fhe .was in love, bilt 
by. preferving her from the fecret 
encroachments of that paffion; 
i He reminded her of the defign 
ihe had formerly mentioned to hka 
jof enteriBg into; the fcrvice of a 
lady, and was rtjmced to find that y 
ihe. dliH .continued her [ Tefolution. 
iiarjiot's natural infoleoce and. ill 
i3CiDper,.iriitated.hy the changfe £br ^ 
now. plionly. faw. in Sir Gharles, 
made home fo difagreeable to Sq4 
phia, that fhe wifhed impatiently 
for 4IX opportunity of providing ficnr 
.1 herfelf. 
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Jierfelf, that ftie might no longer 
Ihre upon the bounty of her fifter, 
who often infinuated that their mo- 
ther's annuity was her gift. 

Mr. Herbert, who had other rea- 
fons befides thofe urged, from free- 
ing her from fo uneafy a depen- 
dence, promifed to be diligent in 
his enquiries for fomething that 
would fuit her. 

~ Neither Mr^. Darnley nor Har- 
riot now oppofed this defign, which 
fooncame to the knowledge of Sir 
Chaiies, who had bribed a fervant of 
the family to: give him intelligence 
of every thing that pafled in it. ^ 

Impatient to prevent the execu- 
tion of it, and tortured by the bare 
apprehenfion of Sophia's abfence, he 
refolved to break through that con^ 
ftraint he had fo long laid upon him- 
felf, and acquaint her with his paffion^ 

But it was not xafy to find an[ 
opportunity of fpeaking to her a- 

lone. 
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lone. At length having contriveS 
to get Jiarriot engaged to a play^ 
and prevailed upon a maiden kinl^ 
woman of his to invite Mrs. Darn^ 
Iciy to a party at whift, he went to 
the houfe at his ufual hour of vifit- 
ing this little family^ and found 
Sophia at home, and Without anjr 
^company. 

Not all the confidence he derived: 
irom his rank and fortune, his fine 
iinderftanding, and thofe perfonaL 
graces which gave him . but too 
much merit in the eyes of many 
women, could hinder him from 
trembling at the, diought of that 
dcckratioh he Wa& about to make. 

As foon M he came into Sophia'i 
prefence he was awed, di&oncerted^ 
and unable to fjjeak ; fuch was the 
power of virtue, and fuch the force 
of a real paflion ! Two or thr^ee 
times he refolved to begin; but 
when he looked upoi) Sophia^ 

and 
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and faw ia her charming cy!es that 
J|>arkling intelligence which dif-: 
played the treafures of the foul that 
animated them; when he obferved 
the iweet feverity of her modeft^ 
countenance^, the con^fed digni^ 
of her behaviour, he diwft not own 
a paffidn which had views kfs pure 
than the perfect creature that in-^ 
j^red it. 

His converfation for near an hour 
was Co conlirfed^ fo disjointed, and 
interrupted by fuch frecjuent mu*^ 
fings, that Sophia was amazed, and 
thwght it fo dife^ice^e,^ and un- 
like what it: nfed to \^p that fhe 
was not forry whfen he feemed difn 
pofed to put an end to his vifit*^ 

Sir Charles, indeed rofe up to be 
gone> but with fo deep a concern 
in his eyes as increafed Sophia's 
perpkxity. She attended him re*-. 
fpedfuUy to the door of the roonv 
when he iiiddenly turning, back^ 

and 
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and taking her hand, ^* Do not 
" hate me, faid he, nor think ill 
<^ of me, if I tell you that I love 
<* and adore you." 

Sophia in the utmoft cohfufion 
at fuch a fpeech, difengaged her 
hand from his, and retiring a few 
fteps back, bent her eyes on the 
ground, and continued filent. ' 

Sir Charles, emboldened by* her 
confufion, made a tender, and at 
the fame time, refpeftful declara- 
tion of the paffion he had long felt 
for her. 

Sophia, not willing to hear him 
enlarge upon this fubjedt, raifed her 
eyes from the ground ; her cheeks 
were indeed overfpread with blufhes> 
but there was a grave compofure in 
her looks that feenied a bad omea 
to Sir Charles. 

*' I have hitherto flattered myfelf^ 

*' fir, faid fhe, that you- entertain- 

*^ ed a favourable opinion of me,' 

' - *' how 
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" how happens it then that I fee 
" myfelf to-day expofed to your 
" raillery?" 

The baronet was beginning a 
thoufand proteftations, but Sophia 
ftopt him ihort. ** If your pro- 
" feffions to me are fincere, faid 
" (he, what am I to think of thofe 
" you made to my fifter ?'^ 

Sir Charles expected this retort, 
and w:as the lefs perplexed by it, as 
he needed only to follow the dic- 
tates of truth to form fuch an an- 
fwer as was proper to be -given. 
'-* I acknowkged, faid he, that lad- 
** mired your fifter, and her beauty 
** made as ftrong an impreflionupon 
** me, as mere beauty can make 
** upon a man who has a tafte for 
" higher excellencies. I fought 
" Mif2 Darnley's acquaintance. I 
** was fo happy as to do her fome 
** little fervice. I wiflied to find 
** in her tj^idfe qualities that were 
. . ♦^ neceiTary 
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** neceflary ta fix my heart-^Par-, 
** don my freedom, Mifs Sophia> 
** the occafion requires that I fhouM 
** ipeak freely. Mifs Darnley^ 
** upon a nearer acquaintance, did 
" not anfwcr the idea I had formed 
^* to myfelf of a woman whom I 
*' could love for life ; and the pro- 
" feffions I made her, as you are 
** pleafed to call them, were no 
^^ more than expreffions of gallatt- 
** try; a fort of homage which 
** beauty, even when it does not 
<* touch the heart, exads from the 
^ tongue. My heart was not fi> 
*^ eafy a conqueft---tell me fiotof 
^* raillery, when I declare that 
*^ none but yourfelf was ever capa?- 
*^ ble of infpiring me with a real 
<' paffion." 

The arrival of Mr. Herbert 
proved a grateful interruption to 
Sophia, in wbofe innocent breait- 
the tejidernefs and apparent fin- 

cerity 
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cerky of this declaration raifcd 
emotions which fhe knew not how 
to difguife. 

Sir Charles, though grieved at 
this imfcaionable viiit, yet with- 
drew, not wholly defpairing of 
fuccefs* He had heedfully obferv- 
ed the changes in Sophia's face 
while he was fpeaking^ and thought 
he had reafon to hope that he was 
not indifferent to her. Loving her 
as he did with exceffive tendernefs> 
what pure and unmixed fatisfadion 
would this thought have giveo. 
him^ h:ad he not been confcious 
that his defigns were unworthy 
of her 1 The fecret uphraidinga 
of his confcience difquieted hin\ 
amidft aU his flattering hopes of 
fuccefs 1 but cuftonr,, prejudice,, 
the infolence of fortune,, and the 
force of example, all confpired ta 
Cuppreis ihe pleadings of honoui: 
and juftice in fayoui* of the amiable. 

Sophiaj^ 
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Sophia, and fixed him in the bar- 
barous refolution of attempting to 
corrupt that virtue which made her 
fo .worthy of his love* 



CHAP, 
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In which Harriot makes a very con-- 
temptible Figure. 

MR. Herbert having, as has 
beei) already mentioned, in- 
terrupted the converfation betwefen 
Sir Charles and Sophia, was not 
furprifed at tlie young baronet's ab- 
rupt departure, as he feemed pre-^ 
paring ro go when he came in ; but 
upon looking at Sophia, he per- 
ceived fo. many. figris of confufion. 
and perplexity in her countenance,- 
that he did not doubt but the dif-* 
courfe which his entrance had put 
an end to, had been a very inte-' 
refting one. He waited a moment, 
in expedlation that fhe would open 
herfelf to him ; but finding that ihe 
continued filent and abaflied, he 
gently took her hand, and looking 

tenderly 
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tenderly upon her, *^ Tell me, my 
^< child, faid he> has not Something 
** extraordinary happened,, which 
^* occafions this confufion I fee you 
'* in ?" 

V Sir Charles has indeed beea 
^^ talking to me, replied Sophia 
** blofhing, in a very extraordinary 
** manner, and fuch as IJittle ex- 
« pedled,'' 

, Mr. Herbert preffed her to ex- 
plain herfelf, and fhe gava^im an 
exaft account of SirMianes's dif- 
courfe to her, without lofing 'a 
word ; fo faithful hsA her memory 
been to all he had faid. 

Mr. Herbert liftened to her at- 
tentivelyf^nd found fbmething fb 
like cand<?r and fincerity in the ba- 
ronet's declaratiqh, that he could 
not help being pleafed with it. He 
had never indeed judged favourably 
of his views upon Harriot, but here 
tilie cafe was very different. 

Har- 
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Harriotts Jgnorancc, vanity^ and 
eager defire of being admired, ex- 
pofed her tb thfe attackis of liberti- 
nifm^t and ^ excited prefumptuous 
hopes. 

Sophia'a good fenfe> modefty, 
^d virtue, placed her out of the 
reach of temptation. No one 
could think it furprifing that a man^ 
of fcnk fliould make the fortune- 
of a woman who w^mld do hcmour 
to his choice, and where there wad 
ibck es^tbd merit as in Sophia, 
overfook the difparity of circum- 
ftances. 

But juftly might it be called in«^ 
fatuation and folly, to raife to rank 
aad affluence a woman of Harriotts 
dcfpicable tum$ to m^ke a com- 
panion for life of a handfome ideot, 
who thought the Wgheft excellen- 
cies of the female character were 
to know how to drefe, to dance, 
to fing, to flutter in ^ drawing- 
5^ room. 
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rbam^ or coquet at a play; whe 
miftook pertnefs for wit, confidence 
for kriowkdge, and infolence for 
dignity. 

While he was revolving thefe 
thoughts in his mind, Sophia 
looked earneftly at him, pleafcd to 
obferve that . what the baronet had 
faid feemed worthy his confidera- 
tion. 

' Mv. Herbert, who re^i^d in her 
looks, that fhe wifhed to have his 
a4vice on this occafion, but would 
not afk/it,>lefl: ihe fliould feem to 
lay any flrefs, upon Sir Charles's de- , 
claratidn, told her it was very poffi- 
ble the baronet was fincere in what 
he had faid to her ; that his man- 
ner of accounting for his quitting 
her fifter^ was both fehfible and 
candid j that flie ought not to be 
furprifed at the preference he gave 
her over Mifs Darnley, fince fhe 
defervedit by the care ihe had taken 

.' to 
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to improve her mind, and to acquire 
qualities which might procure the eA 
teem of all wife and virtuous perfons. 
He Warned her, however^ not 
to truft too much to favourable ap- 
pearances, nor to fuffer her incli- 
nations to be fb fir engaged by the 
agreeable perfbn and fpccious beha- 
viour of Sir Charles Stanley, as to 
find jit painful to renounce him, if 
he ihould hereafter Ihew himfelf 
unworthy of her good opinion. 
' He advifed her, when he talked 
to her in the fame ftrain again, to' 
refer him tp her mother and to him 
for an anfwer ; and told her that he^ 
would fave her the corifufion and 
perplexity o£ acquainting her mo- 
dier and lifter with what had hap- 
pened, by taking that tafk upon 
himfelf. 

• ^ You will, no doubt, added he, 

** be expofed to fome fallies of ilL 

VoL.'I. D <* tem- 
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5* tempet from Mifs Darnley, fot 
** robbing her of a lover ; for cnvyis 
*^ more irreconcileable than hatced : 
5* but let not your fenfibility fuficr 
^< much on her account; if you de-.- 
♦< prive her of a lover, you do not 
^ deprive her of one ihc loves : fhe 
^* is too vain, too volatile, and too 
** greedy of general admiration, to 
«^ be afFciScd with the lofs of Sir 
*^ Charles, any farther than as Jier 
*' pride is wounded by it : and one 
'* would imagine fhe had forefeen 
*^ this defcrtion by the pains fhe 
/^ has taken about a new conquefi 
'^ lately." . . 

Mr. Herbert was going on, when 
Mrs. Damley knocked at the door. 
Sophia in extreme agitation, begged 
him to fay nothing concerning Sir 
Charles that evening. He promifed 
her he would not, and they all three 
converfed together upon indifferent 

things. 
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tilings, until Harriot returned from 
the play. 

Mf. Herbert then took leave of 
theiti, aftfer inviting himfelf to 
breakfail the next' morning ; which 
threw Sophia into fiich terror and 
confufion,. that fhe retired haftily 
to her own toom to conceal her dif- 
order. 

Mr. Herbert came the next 
morning, according to his promife ; 
and Sophia all trembling with her 
apprehenfions retiring immediately 
after breakfaft, he entered upon the 
bufinefs that had broughthim thither ; 
but fenfible that what he had to fay 
would prove extremely mortifying 
to mifs Harriot, he thought it not 
amifs to fweeten the bitter bill he 
was preparing for her, by facrificing 
a little flattery to her pride. 

" You fine ladies, faid he, ad- 
** drefling , himfelf to her with a 
fmile, are never weary of extend- 
D 2 ^* ing 
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'^* ing your conquefls ; but you ujfii 
** your power with fo much tyr^ 
** ranny that it is not furprifing 
** fome of your Haves fhould aA 
^^ fume courage at laft, to, break 

your chains. Do you know, 

my pretty coufin, that you have 
^' loft Sir Charles Stanley 5 and that 
^ he has offered that heart which 
'* you no doubt have dclpifed, to 
^* your fifter Sophia V 

Mifs Darnley^ who had bridled 
iip at the beginning of this fpeech^ 
loft all her aiTumed dignity towards 
the end of it : her face grew pale 
and red by turns^; ihe iixed her 
eyes on the ground, her bofom 
heaved with the violence of her 
agitations, and tears, in fpite of her, 
were ready to force their way. 

Sir Charles had indeed for a long^ 
time difcontinued his addreffes to 
her, and had fuffcred his inclina* 
tion for her fifter to appear plainly^ 

enough ;/ 
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enough; but ftill her vanity fug- 
gefted to her that this might be all 
a foint, and afted only with a view 
to alarm her fears, and oblige her 
to facrifice alL her other admirers tO' 
him. 

What Mr. Herbert had faid. 
therefore, ftruck her at firft vv^ith 
aftonifhment and grief; but folici- 
tous to maintain the fancied fuperi- 
ority of her eharaSer, fhe endea- 
voured to r^preffi her emotions i and 
taking tlie hint which he had de- 
fignedly thrown out to her to fave 
hcrcoftfufion. 

" Sir Charles has adcd very 
** wifely, faid flie, putting on a 
f * fcomful look, to quit me who al- 
** ways ddpifed him, for one. who 
" has been fo little ufed^to have 
f* lovers, that (he will be ready to 
^* run m^ with joy at the thoughts 
**' of fuch a conqucft ; but, after ♦ 
I* dl^ fhe has only my leavings.*' 

D 3; Mu- 
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Mr. Herbert, though a littlcJ 
fhocked at the groffnefs of her 1^- 
guage, repHed gravely, " H^w^^ver 
** that may be, Mifs, it is certain 
** that he has made a very open, 
" and to. all appearance, iinpere 
" declaration of love to Mifs; So- 
^* phia, who aot knowing how to 
*< mention this affair to her mother 
** herfelf, commiffioned me to ac- 
«' quaint her with it, that fhe may 
** have diredlions how to behave to 
^* Sir Charles, and what to fay to 
^Vhim." 

" One would have imagined, in- 
*' terrupted Mifs Darnley eagerly, 
** that fhe who fets up foi: fo much 
** wit, and reads fo many, books, 
** mig^it have known wlj^t to fay to 
^* him.r . . • 

•' Pray, Aflifs^ faid Mr. Herbert, 
*' -what would you have had hfir fay 
. *' to Sir Charles ?'' 
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Why trulyi replied fhe, I 
♦* think fhe ought to have tojd him 
^* thit he was very impertinent, and 
** have* fhewn him the door/' 

" Sure, Harriot, faid Mrs. Darn- 
** ley> who had been filent all this 
** time. You forget that Sir Charles 
•' is our benefaftor, and that I am 
** obliged to him for all the little 
^* fupport I have." 

« It is not likely I fliould forget 
'' it, retorted Mifs Darnley, fince 
^* I am the perfonwho am moft 
*' obliged to him for what he has 
«* done ; if I miftake not, it was 
" upon my account that he in- 
" terefted himfelf in our affairs." 

" Well, well, Harriot, replied 
^* Mrs.. Darnley, I have been told 
" this often enough ; but v^hy 
** ihould you be angry at this prof- 
" pe(S of your fifter*s advance- 
*' ment ?" 

' D 4 I angry 
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** I angry at her advancement, 
*' madam ! exclaimed Mifi Har^ 
*' riot, not I really : I .wifh ihe 
*' girl wa» provided for by a. fuita*' 
** ble match v^^ith all my hearty 
** but as for Sir Charles, I would 
** liot have her fct her fooliih heart 
** upon him; he is only l«ighing 
'' at her/* ' 

" It may be fo, faid Mr, Her-* 
•* bert, though I think Mifs Sophia 
** the laft woman in the world 
/' whom a man would chufc to 
•^ laugh at. However, this affair 
^' is worth a little confideration--- ^ 
*' Mifs Sophia, madam, purfued 
•* he, addreffing himfelf to Mrs. 
** Darnley, intends to refer Sir 
** Charles entirely to you. You 
•* will be the beft judge whether 
** the paflion he profeffes is fincere^ 
'* and his intentions honourable; 
** and I can anfwer for my young 
** coufm, that i^e will be wholly 

governed 
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** pivtfntd by your advice^ fiiice It : 
'^18 impc^ble th*fe.yoft c4n givfe ; 
^^ her any but what is moft lidvafi- 
^ tageOus to hef honour and hap- 

H«riot> no longer ^^^ to fup- 
prefs her rage and envy^ wa6 throwh 
fq far off her guard as to.burft into 
tears. ^* I cannot bear to be thus 
*^ inliilted, cried flic j and I declare 
^' if Sir Charles is permitted to go 
"^ on with his foolery with that vain 
" girl, I will quit the houfe," 

** Was there^ever any one; fo u*!- 
^^ reafonable as you are, Mifs, faid 
** Mr.. Herbert; have you not owned 
'^ that you defpifed Sir Charles; and . 
*' if your lifter is a vain girl, will 
" ihe not be fufficiently mortified 
^* by accepting your leavings, as 
^' you faid juft now ?" - 

' '^^ I mnr jTpeaking to my mother, , 
*^ fir, replied Harriot, with a con-* 
'* temptuous frown; depend upon/ 
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'* it. Madam, purfued' (he, that I 
•** will nqt flay to be facrificed to 
** Mr. Herbert's favourite— either 
'* fhe fliall be forbid to givf Sir 
** Charles any encouragement, who 
•* after ail^ is only laughing at Jier, 
*^ or I will leave the houfe/* 

Saying this, fhe flung out of the 
room, leaving her mother dj^i4pd 
between anger and griefj^ an^J Mr. 
Herbert motionlefe with afljonifh** 
ment. 
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. -'■',•■' ' ■ , 

■- "' -CH A K V. '" 

Sir Ci^rksy by a ' proper Degree of 
. IdMrefs and Ajfur ante i extricates 

hlmfelffrom a ^ery prejjing diji- 

culty. r^ " '^ 

MRl Herbert having recovered 
from the aftonifhment into 
which he had been throv^n by the 
jftrange behaviour of Mifa Darnley, 
endeavoured to comfort her mo- 
ther, whofe weak mind v^^as more 
difpofed to be alarmed at the threat 
jQie had uttered upon her quitting 
the room, than to refent fuch an 
infult to parental tendernefs* 

After gently infinuating to her, 
that fhe ought to reduce her eldeft 
daughter to reafon, by a proper ex- 
fcrtion of her authority, he earneft- 
ly recommended to her to be parti- 
cularly attentive to an affair which 
D 6 concerned 
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concerned the happinefs of her 
youngeft .child, from whofe piety 
and good fenfe fhe might promife 
hcrfelf fo much comfort. 

He advifed her to gixre Sir 
Charles Stanley an opportanity ^of 
explaining himfelf to her as £don 
as poffible; and to make him 
comprehend, that he mruft not 
hope for permiffion to pay his 
addreffes to Sophiar, till he had 
fatisfied her that his intendons 
were fuch, as flic ought- to ap-' 
prove. 

Mrs. Darnley appeared £0 docile 
and complaifant upon this occa- 
iion, &) ready to take advice, and 
fo fully determined to be direcfted 
by it, that Mr. Herbert went away 
extremely well fatisfied with her 
behaviour, and full of pleafing hopes 
for his beloved Sophia. 

Harriot, in the mean time, was 

tgrmenting her fifter above flairs : 

' . fliQ 
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/He had altered her room with a 
heart full of bittcmefs, and a coun-^ 
tenance inj9amed ^th rage» dirow<«. 
ing the door after her with fuch 
violence^ that Sophia letting fall 
her book> ftarted up in great terror,'^ 
and> in a trembling accent, aikedr. 
what was the matter with her ? 
^ Hjct own ^pr^enfions had ixM 
deed already fbggefted to her tfao 
caufe of the diibrder fhe ^^^peared id 
be in, which it was ncrt eafy ta 
difcover, in that torrent of reproack 
and invedive with which ihe ftrove 
to o^rerwhekn her. Scorh&l and 
unjaft reflections uponi her perfon^ 
better jefts upon her pedantic .af< 
feftation, and malignant infinuationa 
of hypocrify, were all thrown out 
with the utmoft incoherence of 
pafiion ; to which Sophia anfwered 
no otherwife than by a provoking 
ferenity of countenance, and tha 
moft calm attention,^ 

That 
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That (he was able to bear with 
fuch ipodefation the cruel infults^ 
of her fifler, was not more the ei^ 
fcH of her natural Twect'iief^ d£ 
temper, than her good fenie. and ile- 
licate turn of nriind. The lipjpef 
region of the air,' Tays a fenfible 
French writer, admits neither dotids 
Bor tempefts ; the thunder, ftorriis, 
und meteors, are formed below ; 
,fiich is the difference between a* 
mean, and :an exalted underftand- 
ing. 

Harriot, who . did not find her 
account in this behaviour,, fought 
to roufe her rage by reproaches ftill 
more fevere, till having inefFe<ftually 
railed herfelf out of breath, Ihe auk- 
wardly imitated her fifter*s compo- 
fure, folded her hands before her, 
-and feating herfelf, afked^ her iii k 
low but folemn tone of voice, whe- 
ther fhe would deign to anfwer her 
one plain quefUon ? 

, Sophia 
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Sophia then tefiiming hfer feat, 
told he^ with a look of mingled 
dignitjr 2Uid fweetnefs, that fhe was' 
ready^ tp^ anfwer ^ her any queilion, 
aiid , pjive her any fatisfaftion fhe 
coulcTdffire, prOvickd jftie would re- 
Ijreis thole ^ in^eceint' tranlports of 
ajig^er^ fo.^nbe^oiping lier f^ and 

** Why, ypu little envious crea- 
'« ture>" faid ^Harri9t; f ^ .you do 
** not furely, h^caufe ypu are two 
" or three years younger than I 
** am, pretend to infinuate that I 
« am old ?*' : ^ ' 
, ^^ No certainly/' replied Sophia, 
half fmiling if ** my meaning is, 
**' that you are too young to adopt, 
5* as you do, . all the peeviihnefs of 
f* old age jj but your queftion, jQfter/* 
purfued fhe— 

>* Weil then," faid Harriot, '^ I 
** afk you, how you have dared to 
** fay that Sir Charles Stanley was, 

•' tired 
S 
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'** tired of mc, and preferr«<f ymi to . 
i* mtr ' 

«• Tired of you I** repeated Soi- 
phia, ihocked • at her ooarfenefe 
«id fallhood, "Inever was capable 
*< <^ making ufe of fuch mt%freO- 
*« iion, ,noi'. do I iaaiiiiari2« myfelf ,:' 
J" with ideas ^tneed foch ftrange ; 
«< language to convey them." ; 

- Haniot, provoked alrnqd to fitn- - 
«&y by this hint, which her indiA - 
erect coftduft madt.hut; too jufti., 
flew dow»^ ftairs to^ her . moAer; , 
and with mingled fob« and excla- 
mations, told her, that Sophia had : 
treated her like an infamous crfea* 
ture, who had difiionoured herfelf r 
and her family. 

Mrs. Darnley, thdugh more fa-i 
, vourablydifpofed towards her youn^ii - 
eft daughter, fince -ihe had been 
made acquainted widi the baronfet's - 
a^edion for her, yet was on ^h 
Decagon govern^ by her habitual : 

preference 
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preference of Harriot^ and fending' 
for Sophia, fhe reproved her withr 
gm^t afperi^y for her infpleiit beha- 
vio^r to her lifter. 

Sophia Hftened with revierence ita 
her mother'a reproofs i and after 
juftifying herfelff fts iheea^y mighty 
froi%l;hc aocu£M;ion . lien fiiler had 
brought againft h^, flie added, that 
]U)t bein^; willing to be expofed to 
any farther perfecutiom on account 
of Sir Charks StiaJey, whofe finco* 
rity ijie thought very dpubtful, ihe 
was rofolved not to wait any longer 
for a place, fuch as Mr. Herbert's 
tendemefe was in fcarch of for her^ 
bitt to accept the firft reputable onft 
that offered. 

*< I have not the vanky, roadanit'^ 
purfued (he, *^ to imi^ine that a 
'Vman of rank and fortune can 
*' ferioufly refolve to marry an ini 
** digent young woman like me^ 
** and although I am humble e*» 

** nougb 
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•* nough ta go to fef vice, I am too? 
" proud to liften to the addreffe^ of 
** any man who, fi'om his fiipe- 
** riority of fortune, thinks he has 
*^ i right to keep me in doubt of 
** his intentions, or, in a mean de- 
^' pendance upon a refolution which 
^« he has not perhaps regard enough 
** for me to make/' 

This difcourfe was not all rcliih-^ 
ed by Mrs- Darnley, who conceived 
that many inconveniencies were to> 
be fubmitted to, for (he enjoyment 
of affluence and pleafute ; but So- 
phia, who had revolv^ in her mind 
all the mortifications a young Wo- 
man is cxpofed to, whofe poverty 
places her fo greatly below her lo- 
ver ; that fhe is to confider his pfo- 
fcffions as an honour, and be re-- 
joiced at every indication of his 
fincerity ; her delicacy was fo niuch 
wounded by the bare appreh^nfioft 
of fuffering what fhe thought 'afr 

■ in- 
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indigalty to her fejc, that (he was 
determined to give Sir Charles 
St?ii^ley iv) encpurageytncntr but to 
puriu^. her firft defign of fecking a 
deceiit ^ftabliflbment, fuitable to the 
depreflcd ftate of her fortune. 

Mrs. Darnley, however, com^ 
batted her refolution with argu- 
ments which ftiefuppofed abfolutely 
conclufive ; and added to them her 
comiji^Mis not to think any more 
of fo hunuliating a defign, which fd 
offended Harriot, that fhe broke 
put again into tears, exclamations, 
and repiJoaches* 

Her mother would have found it 
a difficult tafk to have pacified her; 
h^ nQt -a meffage from a lady, in- 
viting her to a concert that evenings 
obliged her to calm her mind, that 
h?r jconaplexiofi tnightr not fuffer 
frpnii thofe emotions of rage which 
ihg 1^ hitherto taken no pains, to 
reprefsa .r .,. : .: - ..- • ^ •. 

\ ^ A$ 
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As fooa aa Hamot tetired, t^ 
begin the labours of the toikt, Mrs.. 
Darnley, with great mildtief^, re- 
prcfented to Sophia> that it was 
fccr duty to improve the afFeaion^ 
Sir Charles exprefled for her, fined, 
by that nieans it might be in hec- 
power to make her mother and her:* 
fifter cafy in their circumftancesj^ 
and engage their love for evet^ 

This was attacking Sophia oth 
ker weak fide^ (he ^wered witk> 
the fofteft tendemefs of look and 
accents *^ That it wae her higheft 
^ ambition to mak^ them happy/^ 
:> ** Thett I dp not doubt, my child,'* 
£i»l Mrs. Darnley, ^^but you will 
^ employ all your good fenie 
?* to fecure the cpnqud^ you hav6 
^ made/* 

Sophia, melted almoft to tears by 
^efe tender exprcffions, to which 
#e had. been fo little ufed, a^fured 
her mother fhc. would up®n tbii 

oc- 
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pccafion a(f| in fncli a manner as t^ 
defeirve her kindnefs, 

Mrs; D?umley would have been 
better pkaied if ihe had been left 
referved^ apd had aj^earcd nv>re 
affeded with the fine profpeft that 
was opening for hcr> but it wa* 
not poffible to prefs her farther. Na-» 
ture h^re had transferred tb^ pa- 
rent's rights, to the child; and thq 
gay, inxprudent, ambitious mother, 
ftood awed and abafhed in the pre»# 
feiKe of her worthier daughter, » 

Sophia, who expeifted Sir Charles 
would renew his vifit in the even- 
ing, paft the reft of the day iff 
uneafy perturbations. He entered 
die houfcjuft at the time that Har- 
riot, who had ordered a chair ta 
be got for her, came flutter,ing down 
the ftairis^in full drefe. As foqn as 
ihe perceived him, her cheeks glow-^ 
ed with refentmerit ; but affe(3:ihg a 
cardeft inattention, flie ihot by hirat^ 

with 
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with a half courtefjr, and made to- 
wards the door : he followed, and 
accofting her with a grave ijut re- 
fpedtful air, defired fhe would per- 
mit him to lead her to her chair. 
Harriot, conveying all the fcorn in- 
to her face which the expreffion of 
her pretty but unmeaning features 
were capable of, and rudely draw- 
ing * away her hand, ** Pray, Sir,*' 
faid fhe, ** carry your devores where 
** they will be more acceptable ; 
^^ I am not difpofed to be jefted 
** with any longer/* 

Sir Charles, half-fmiling, and 
bowing low, told her, that he re- 
lpe<5ted her too much, as well upon 
her own account as upon Mifs So- 
phia's, for whom indeed he had the 
moft tender regard, to be guilty of 
the impertinence fhe accufed him 
of. 

Harriot did not ftay to hear more : 
offended in the hi^cft degree at 

the 
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the manner in which he mentipned 
Sophia, fhe darted an angry look at 
him, and flung herfejf into her 
chair. 

It muft be confefled that Sir 
Charles difcovered upon this occa-* 
fion a great fhare of that eafy con-» 
fidence which people are apt to de- 
rive from fplendid fortunes and un- 
difputed rank ; but as he wanted 
neither good fenfe, generofity, nor 
even delicacy, he would have found 
it difficult to own to a lady whom 
he had been ufed to addrefs in the 
ftyle of a lover, that his heart had 
received a new impreffion, if the 
contemptible charafter of Harriot 
had not authorised his defertion of 
her. Pride, ignorance, folly, and 
afFe<3:ation, fink a woman fo low in 
the eyes of men, that they eafily 
difpenfe with themfelves from a 
ftridt obferv^nce of thofe delicate 
^ttenti^ns^ . and refpedtful regards, 

which 
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nvhkh tbc fex in general claim by 
the laws of pblitenefs, but • which 
fenfe and difcemment never pay to 
the trifling part of it. 

Sir Charles was like wifrglad of an 
opportunity to (hew Mifs Darnley, 
that hjB did not think the litde gal- 
lantry which had pafled between 
Aem, entitled her to Make him 
any reproaches j or to cotafider the 
paffion he profefled for her fifter as 
an infidelity to her ; ahd now find- 
ing himfelf more at eafe- from tht 
frank acknowledgement he had 
made, he fent up his name, and 
was received by Mrs, Damley with 
all the officious civility (ho was ufcd 
to fhew him. 

Sophia was in the room, and rofe 
up at his entrance in a . fweet con- 
fiifion, which flie endeavoured to 
conceal, by appearing extcemdy 
bufy at a piece o£ needle-workl 

Sir Charles, after feme trifling^ 

' conver- 
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converfation with her mother, ap- 
proached her, and complimented 
her with an eafy air upon her beings 
,ib ufefully employed, when moft 
d^Aer young kdies were abroad in 
ibtrch of amufement. 

Sophia, who was now a little re- 
covered, anfwered him with that 
wit ^nd vivacjity which was fo na- 
tural to her ; but looking up at the 
fame tinje^ fhe faw his eyes fixed 
upoh her with a look fo tender and 
paffionate, as threw her back into 
all her former confufion, which en- 
creafed every moment by the con- 
fcioufnefe that it was plain to hii? 
obfervation. 

T|ie young baronet, though he 
was charmed with her amiable 
modefty, yet endeavoured to rdievd 
the concern he faw her under, by 
talking of indifferent matters, tilf 
Mrs* Damley feeing them enga.ged 
in difcourfe, prudently^ withdrew; 
Vol. L E when 
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when he Jnftantly addrelfcd her in 
language more tender and parti- 
cular. 

Sophia, fhocked at her mother's 
indifcretibn, and at his taking ad- 
vantage of it fo abruptly, let aJL 
the weight of her refentment fall 
on him ; and the poor lover was fa, 
awed by her frowns, and the far-, 
caftic raillery which fhe mingled 
with expreflions that fhewed the 
mofl invincible indifference, that 
not daring to continue a difcourle 
which offended her, and in too - 
great concern to introduce another 
lubjedt, he flood fixed, in filence for 
feveral minutes, leaning on the back 

-of her chair, while ihe plied her 
needle with the mofl earnefl atten- 
tion, and felt her confufion decreafe 

Sn proportion as his . became more^ 
apparent. 

At length he walked flowly to 
the other end of the room, and 

taking 
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faking up a new book which Jic 
had fent her a few days before, he 
afked her opinion of k in a faulter- 
ing accent ; and was extremely 
mortified^ to find fhe was fo much 
at eafe^ as to anfwer* him with all 
the readinefs of wit and clearnefs of 
judgmervt imaginable. 

Another paufe of dfilence cnfued, 
during which Sophia heard him 
figh foftly feveral tinges, while he 
turned over the leaves of the book 
with iuch rapidity as (hewed he 
fcaf ce rbad a fingle line in any page 
of it. • ^ 

He w^as tlius employed when 
Mrs, Damley returned, who ftood 
flaring firft at one, then at the 
other, ftrangely perplexed at their 
looks and filence, and appre- 
henfive that all was not right. 
Sophia now took an opportunity 
to retire, and met an angry glance 
E 2 from 
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from her mother as fhe pafled by 
her. 

Her departure rcmfed Sir Charles^ 
out of his revery, he look^ after 
her, and then turning to Mrs. 
Darnlej^ overc»»e his difconteitt 
ife £ur aa to. be able to entertabr 
her a quarter of an hour xyith im 
i^fital poHtenefs ; and finding So- 
phia did not appear agaiit hetook 
his leave; 

As foon at he was gone' Mrs. 
Darnley called her daughter^ and 
chid her feverely for her nkfenefe 
in leaving the baronet. 

Sophia defended herfdf as well 
as fhe could» without owning 
the true eaufe of her dkguft, 
which was her mother's fo offi- 
ciouilj quitting the room; but 
Mrs. Darnley was fi> ill fatisfied 
with her behaviour, that fhe 
complained of it to her friepd 

Mr, 
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Mr. Herbert, who came in food - 
afterwards, telling him that Sow 
|>hia's pride and ill temper would 
be the ruin of her fOTtune. » 

The good man having heard 
the ftory but one way, thought 
Sophia a little to blame, till hav- / 
in^ an opportunity to difcourfe 
with her freely, he found the fault 
(he had been charged with was 
no more than an excefs of de- 
licacy, which was very pardon- 
able in her fituation : he warned 
her, however, not to adtoit too 
readily apprehenfions injurious to 
herfelf, which , was in fome de- 
gree debafing the dignity of her 
fex and charafter; but to make 
the baronet comprehend that ef- 
teeming him as a -man of honour, 
(he confidered his profeffions of 
regard tp her as a claim upon 
her griatitude ; and that, in con- 
E 3 fequencc 
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fcqucnce, {he fliould without any 
reludbmce receive the commands 
of her mother, and the advice 
of her friends ia his favour. 



CHAP. 
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VI. 



e7/«^ Hopes, and becomes 
more unhappy. 

PGOR Sophia found herfelf but 
too well difpofed to think fa- 
vourably of Sir Charks ; her ten- 
dernefs had fuiFered greatly by the 
force fhe had put irpon herfelf to 
behave to him in fa difobliging 
a manner, and the uneafinefs fhc 
hvr him under, his filence, and con- 
fufion, and the fighs that efcaped 
him, apparently without defign, 
had afFefted her fenfibly, and feveral 
days paffing away without his ap- 
pearing again, fhe concluded he was 
irrecoverably prejudiced againfther; 
the uneafinefs this thought gave 
her, firfl hinted to herfelf the im:-* 
preffion he had already made on 
her hearty 

E4 Sir 
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Sir Charles indeed has been G> 
much piqued by her behaviour * as 
to form the refblution of feeing^ her 
jao mjorei but when he fuppofed 
himfelf moft capable ojf perfifting 
in this? refolution, he was nearcft 
breaking through it, and fudcienly 
yielding to the impulfe of his teii- 
dernef$, he flew to her again moro 
paflionatc than ever j this little ab- 
fence having only ferved to ihew 
him how necefTary ihe was to hif 
happinefs. When Sophia faw him 
enter the room^ the agitations of 
her mipd might be eafijy reft4 in her 
ardefs countenance i a feijitiijGient 
of joy for his return gave new fire 
to her eyes> and vivacity to her 
whole perfon ; while a confciouf- 
nefs of the effedt hi? pf efence pro- 
duced, and a painful doubt ^ hi$ 
fincerity, and the re^ftitude of bis 
intentions, alternately dyed her 
cheeks with blufhes and j^enefs. . 

The 



y Google 



so PHI A. gi 

; The young baronet approached 
her trembling ; but the unexpe^cd 
foftnefs with which ihe received 
him, iacreafing at once hit paflion » 
and his hopes, be poured out his 
Ivhole foul jo the tendercft and moft 
ardent profeffions of love, efteemp 
aod adnuration of hen 

Sophia liftened to hhn with a 
compbifaat attention ; and having 
had fufiicient time, while^ he wai 
fpeaking* to compofe and recolleiSfe 
herfelf^ £he told him in a modefl 
but firm accent, that iihe was 
^bUged to him for the favourable 
opinion he entertained of her ; but 
that ihe did not think herfelf at 
liberty to hear, much lefs to anfwer 
to fuch difcourfe as he had thought 
proper to addrefs to her, till flic 
had the fariftion of her mother's 
Gonfent, and Mr. Herbert's apfrt-o-^ 
batbn, whofe truly pareatal regard 
E 5 - for 
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for her, made her look upon Rim 
as another father^ who fupplied the 
place of him fhe had loft. 

Sir Charles, more charmed witiv 
her than ever, was ready in his 
prefcnt flow of tender fentiments 
for her, to offer her his hand with 
an unrefervedneis that would have 
fatisfied all her delicate feruples ; 
but carried away by the force of 
habit, an infurmountable averfioft 
to marriage, and the falfe but 
Arongly imprcffed notion of refine- 
ments in an union of hearts, where 
love was the only tye, he could 
not rcfolve to give her a proof of 
his aiFe<3ion, which in his opinion 
was the likelieft way to deftroy all 
the ardor of it ; but careful not to 
alarm ^her, and apprehending no 
great feverity of morals from the 
gay interefted mother, he politely 
thanked her for the liberty fhe gave 
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him to make his paflion known to- 
Mrs. Darnley, and to folicit her 
confent to his happinefs. 

Sophia obferved with fome con-- 
cern^ that heaffefted to take no 
notice of Mr. Herbert upon this 
occafion ; but fhe would not allow 
herfelf to dwell long upon a thought 
fo capable of raifing doubts inju- 
rious to his honour ; and fatisfied 
with the firanknefs of his proceed- 
ing thus far, (he fuffered no marks 
of difcontent or apprehenfion to 
appear in her countenance and be- 
haviour. 

Sir Charles did not fail to make 
fuch a general declaration of his 
fentiments to Mrs. Darnley as he 
thought fufficient to ^tisfy Sophia, 
without obliging Hirafelftabemore 
explicite ; and in the mean time, 
having acquired a thorough know- 
ledge of Mrs. Darnley's charadler,, 
he fought to engage. her in his in- 
E 6 tere{t 
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tereft by a boundlefs liberality, and 
by gratifying all thofepaffions which 
make corruption eafy. She loye4 
diffipation ; apd aU th^ pleafures 
and amuf^ments that inventive 
luxury had fonnd out to vary the 
ftiort fcene of life were at her com- 
mand 5 fhe had a high tafte for the 
pleafures of the table^ and therefore 
the mofl expenfive win^s, an4 
€hoicei(l delicacies that e^rth, fe^ 
and air could afford^ were <;u>nftant-- 
\y fupplied by him in the greateft 
profufion. No day ever paflecj 
without her receiving fome confi- 
derable prefeat, the value of which^ 
was ibh^O^^ by the delicacy with 
which it was made. 

The innoceqt Sophia coaftruecj: 
all this munificence into proofs of 
the fincerity of his affedlion for 
her i for the youiig baronet^ whe- 
ther awed by the dignity of her 
virtue^ or that he judged it necef-r 

lary 
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fary to fec\ire the fucccCs of his de^ 
figns, mingled with the. ardor of 
his profeflSons a behaviour fo rer 
fpedful and delicate, ^ yenftovipd 
dl her apprehenfions> and I^ft h«r 
vfhoh foul free to all the trader 
impreffions a Uvejy gratitude coutd 
make on it. 

Mr^ Herbert, however, ealily 
penetrated into Sir Charles's views i 
he faw with pain the progrefs he 
made every day in the affection of 
Sophia 5 but, by the fpecioufnefs of 
his conduft, he had eftablifhed 
himfelf fo firnaly in her good opi^ , 
nion, that he ju^ed any attempt 
to alarm her fears, while there 
feemed fb little foundation for 
them, would mifs its efFeft; and 
not doubting but ere it was long 
her own obfervation would furnifi\ 
her with fome caufe for apprehen-r 
fion, he contented himiclf for the 
prefent with keeping a vigilant cyQ 

upon 
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upon the condudt of Sir Charles 
and Mrs. Darnley, and with being 
ready to affift Sophid in her per- 
j)lexities, whenever fhe had recourfe 
to him. 

The change there was now in 
the fituation of this amiable girT, 
afforded him many opportunities 
of admiring the excellence of her 
charafter : fhe who formerly ufed 
to be treated with negleft and even 
harfhnefs by her mother, was now 
diftinguifhed with peculiar regard ; 
her opinion always fubmitted to 
with deference, her inclinations 
confulted in all things, and a ftu- 
dious endeavour to plcafe her was 
to be feen in every word and 
a<3:ion of Mrs. Darnley*^s, who af- 
fected ;to be as partially fond of 
her as fhe had once been of her 
fifter. 

Even the haughty infolent Har- 
riot, keeping her rage and envy con- 
cealed ^ 
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cealed in her own breaft, conde- 
fcended to wear the appearance of 
kindnefs to her, while fhe fhared 
with her mother in all thofe grati- 
fications which the lavish genero- 
fity of Sir Charles procured them, 
and which Sophia, ftill continuing 
ker ufual fimplicity of life, could 
never be perfuaded to partake of- 
Yet all this produced no altera- 
tion in Sophia; the fame modefty 
and humility, the fame fweetnefs of 
temper, and attention to oblige^ 
diftingiiifhed her now as in her days 
of opprefEon, 

Mr. Herbert contemplated her 
with admiration and delight, and 
often with aftonifliment refled:ed 
upon the infatuation of Sir Charles, - 
who could allow himfelf to be fo 
far governed by fafliionable preju-- 
dices, and a libertine turn of niind, 
as to balance one moment whether 
he (hould give himfelf a lawful 

claim 
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claim to the affcftion^ of fuch 9 
woman. 

ABfair^ continued in this ftate 
during three months^ wten the 
good old man, who watched over 
hi^ young favourite with all the 
pious iblicitude of her guardian 
angel, perceived that flie was gf owiit 
more melancholy and rcferved thaa 
ufual ; he often heard her figh, and 
fancied ihe had been weeping, and 
her fine eyes would appear foroc- 
times fuffufed with tears, even when 
ihe endeavoured to appear naoft; 
chearful. 

He imagined that fhe had fome- 
thing' upon her mind which fhe 
wiihed to difelofc to him ; her looks* 
fcemed to intimate as much, and 
ihe frequently fought opportunities 
of being alone with him, and cn-^ 
gaged him to pals thofc evenings 
with her, when her mother and 
fifter were at any of the public en-. 
^ tertainments^ 
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Xertawiments. Yet all tbofc times, 
jhpu^ h^r kesrt f§eirre4 l^ouring 
with ifojcae fecr^t uncafiijefs which 
flie wovld fain impart to hinj, flie 
had apt refolution enpugh to enter 
into any icjcplanation. 

Mr. Herbert, who could have 
wiflied jQhe had been more comn^ui- 
oicative, refolyed at length to fpare 
her zay farther ftruggles with her^ 
felf i and Pne day ;yhen he w*fi 
done with her, taJcing occafion to . 
oblerve that ihe was not fo chearful 
as ufual, . hQ afked her tenderly if 
any thing had happened to give her 
uneafinefs ; *' Speak freely my child,'* 
faid he to her, '* and think you are 
** fpeaking to a father/* 

Sophia made no other anfwer at 
firft than by t)urfting into tears,, 
which feeming to relieve her a 
little, fhe raifed her head, and 
looking upon the good man, wha 
beheld her with a^ fixed attention. 

May 
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** May I hope, fir," faid (he, '' that 
** you are ftill difpofed to fulfil the 
** kind promife you once made me- 
** — Oh take me from hence/' pur- 
fuedfhe, relapfinginto a new paflion 
of tears, " place me in the fituation 
" to which my humble lot has 
" called me ; fave me from the 
** weaknefs of my own heart— ^-I 
** now fee plainly the dclufion into 
** which I have fallen 5 but, alas f 
** my mother docs not fee it — 
<« everything here Confpires againil 
^< iny peace/* 
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C H A P. VII. 

Sophia takes a very extraordinary re-- 
folution. Mr. Herbert encourages 
her in it. 

SOPHIA, as if afraid fhe had 
faid too much, flopped abrupt-^ 
l)r, and, fixing her eyes on the 
ground, continued filent, and loft 
in thought. 

Mr. Herbert, who had well con- 
fidered the purport of her words, 
pafTed over what he thought would 
give her too much pain to be Ex- 
plicit upon, and anfwered in great 
concern, " Then my fears are true \ 
** Sir Charles is not difpofed to aft 
" like a man of honour." 

A fudden blufh glowed in the 
cheeks of Sophia at the mention of 
Sir Charles's name ;- but it was not 
^ blufh of foftnefs and confufion. 

Anger 
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Anger and difdain took the place of 
that fweet complacency, which was 
the ufual expreffion of her counte- 
njMice, and with a voice fomewhat 
raifed, {he replied eagerly, 

'* Sir Charles I believe has de- 
** ceived me ; but him I can de- 
♦* fpife— Yet do not imagine. Sir, 
^* that he has dajred to infult me by 
^' any unworthy propoials : if he 
'* hai5 ^uiy imjuiliiiable vicwg . upon 
*' me, he has not had prefumption 
'' epough to make me acquainted 
** with them, othcrwife than by 
♦^ neglcding to convince me that 
**^ they are honourable ; but he 
^ pra(3;ifes upon the eafy credulity 
<* of my mother. He Is^s fharcs 
«^ for her gratittidc by an intercfted 
" generofity, ad I ttow too plainly 
** perceive j and he has the art to 
<♦ make her fo much his friend^ 
^ that fhe will not liftcn to any 

<« thing 
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^ thing I fey^ whick implies the 
« leaft doefct of his honour." * 
Mr. Herbert figfa^^ and caft dowtt 
hi^ eyes. Sophia continued in grestt 
emotion : ** It is impoflible.for me, 
'^ Sir^ to m^kc yon comprehend all 
*.^ ibe difticiritica a£ mnp fituatiort.^ 
** A naan who takes every fornD tiJ 
* enfkare my afFedkionsi but none 
*^ toconVincemyjudgpicnt^impor-' 
" tunes me conttnuaHy with dccia« 
^ rations of tendcrncfs^ and com^ 
" plaints of my coltl^fs and indif-* 
'* ference : what can I do ? what 
^ ought I to airfwer to fiich dif-* 
" courfe? In this pjBrpkxity^ why 
** wiU not my mothor cofne to my 
" j^ftanec ? her jrears, her autho*' 
" rky as a parent^ give her a right 
^ to require fiich an explanation. 
*' from Sir Charles as may free me 
*• from doubts^ which although^ 
f' reafon fuggefts^ delicwy permits^ 

*^ me 
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*' me not to make appear ; but 
fuch is my misfortune, that I 
cannot perfuade my mother there 
** is the leaft foundation for my 
** fesu^. She is obftinatc iir her 
'* good opinion of Sir Charles ; and 
I am reduced to the fad neceffity 
of either acting in open contra- 
^ didion^ to her fentiments and 
** commands, or of continuing in a 
^ ftate of humiliating fuipence, to 
^ which my charader muJft at laft 
•^ fall a facriiice." 

** That, my dear child," inter- 
rupted ' Mr. Herbert, '* is a point 
•* which ought to be confidercd. 
** I would not mentipn it to you 
•' firft; but fince your own good 
«^ fenfe has led the way to it, I will 
** frankly own that I am afraid; 
'* innocent and good as you are, 
^ the cenfures of the world will 
** not Ipare you, if you continue to 
receive Sir Charles's vifits, doubt- 

'' ful 
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** ful as his intentions now appear 
" to every one : I know Mrs^ 
" Darnley judges of the fincerity 
** of his profeffions to you, by the 
" generofity he has fhewn in the 
** prefents he has heaped upon her i 
<« — but, my dear child, that ge- 
*' nerofity was always fufpedted by 
''me." 

" I confefs,'' faid Sophia, blufli*- 
ing, '* I on€e thought favourably 
" of him, for the attention he fliew- 
** ed to mak^ my mother's life eafy j, 
** but if his liberality to her be in- 
'* deed, as you feefn to think, a 
" fnare, what opinion ought I to 
^* form of his motives for a late. 
*' offer he has naade her, and which 
" at firft dazzled me, fo noble and 
** fo difinterefted did it appear !'* 

^* I know no offer but one," 
interrupted Mr. Herberf haftily,. 
*^ which you ought even to have 
^ liftened to." 

Then 
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' ^* fh(jfi the ikfer admohitlons 
^ of my hiarrwefe right !^ eried 
Sophia wills an accent that it once 
ficprdTecl ex^Itktibn and gdef: 

^ ^t what ^vas this offer, 
^ child;" faidMf. Hfefbert? <* I 
^ ani ifft{Wtfefit td know i)d'' 

•^ I wareell yttli the tvhdte atfair 
** as it happened/' refumed Siiphia ; 
^ but ycJu muft fiof be furprifed,. 
*^ that itly mother was pfeafed^;^^ 
*^ Sir Charles's offer. He has beeii 
^ her beiiefadtdr, , aiid has a claim 
** to her re^d : it would . be 
** flrange if fiie had not k good 
** opinion of him. You know 
^ what tiiaf celebrated diviiie fays,. 
^ whofe writings you have made 
me^acquainted with : Charity it- 
felf comnumds us vjobere we know 
no ilUjo think well (f aU\ but 
frtendjhipy that goes always a pitch 
^^ higher^ gives a man u pecutiar 
^* right and claim to the good opi- 

** nion 
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'* nioH af bis friend* My niother ^ 
*' may be niiftaken in the judg- 
'Vracnt fee has formed oF 8ir 
'^ Charltjs ; bur it is her frieiidfliip 
^* for him, a/5 ffimdfhip founded 
^* upon gfatittwie for the good offi- 
' " ces he has done her, that has 
" given rife to this miftake/' • 

Sophia^ in her eageriiefs tojuftify : 
her mother, foPgdt that fhe hid' 
raifed Mr. Herbert's curiofity, and 
left it uftfatisfied"; and the good dd 
man, charmed^ with the filial ten- 
dferntffs <He fhewed upon thijj occa- 
fidfty lift^^ to her with • compla- ^ 
cency, though niot with convidtion. 
At length (he fuddenly recollefted 
herfelf, and entered upon her ftory ^ 
but a certain- hsefitation' in her 
fpcech, ' accdm^attied with a bafliftil ' 
air that made her* withdraw her 
eyes from him, to fix them upon 
the groimdi intimated plainly' 
enough her ot<^ tfefltirhentS<)f ttee ^ 
Vol. L- ' F affair 
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affair flic was going to acquaint him 
with. ' 

« You kno#. Sir," feid flie, 
<« Sir Charles has had a fit of ill-^ 
*^ nefs lately, which alarmed all his 
<* frienrdsi My mother was parti- 
«* cularly attentive to him upon 
<< this occafion, and I believe he 
**' was fcnfibly affedted with her 
<* kind, concern for him. .When 
«* he recovered, he' begged my mo*- 
<* iher, my fifter, and myfeliv 
** would accompany him in a little 
«* excurfion to Hampftead to take 
** the ain We dined there, and 
** returning home early in the 
** evening, as we paiTed through 
<* Brook-flreet, he ordered the 
** coach to ftop at the door of u 
^< very genteel houfe, which ap- 
«* 'peared to be newly painted and 
^* fitted up. Sir Charles defired us" 
<< to 'g6 in with him and look atit^ 
^ Mtid give him our opinion of the 

•^ furniture. 
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*' furniture. Nothing could. ^j!?^ 

<^| p^edpxtrpmp^^ for all 

*^ nad Deen (Jlpne, he jfeid,, accord- 

*^ ^rai^ twj ,,^fi^(^^wbff^.he had a 
" pfiygte converfatjon ,, with my 
"mother, which lafted about a 
" quarter of aajhoyr}^ and when 

Xv^H -/%'?^!^; ■po>«i: '5>Pm 
**^ where, they had left ..my fifter 

^'^ and I, Sir Charles appeared, to 

*^ me to have an unufual thought- 

^^* fulnefs in his countenaaccji and 

*^ ftiy \ motlier looked a? if ih^ 

'^ nad been weeping ; yet there 

"'was at the fame time, an 

" expreflion of fatisfaftion in her 

*' face. 

*5 He went away immediately, 

*^'wneh my mother^ eager to give 

^^ vent to the emotions which filled 

F 2 *' her 
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^\ hdf heart,, exclalined,, Ob, So-: 
*^ f>hkr^ how much are you obliged. 
^*'' t6'ifie geiiti^s afFe<ftion of that ^ 

f^ 'Ydii may imagine. Sir,*' pur- , 
fued Sophia, in a fweet confufion, . 
**- th^t I' wa§ greatly aiFej^ted with 
** thfefe words. I begged my mo- ^ 
^'ther- to; explain herfelf. ,Sir^ 
*' Charles," faid ihe, " has made . 
"you a prefent of that hpufe^ 
*' which, we wejit to view this af- 
*' ternocn J and here," added (he> 
giving me a paper,. ** is a deed by 
" which he hasr fettled three, hun- 
** dred pounds a. year upon you*" 

'^ I was ill^nt, fo was my fifter, 
*' who looked at me as if impatient 
*' to know rny thoughts of this. 
** extraordinary generofity. My 
'* thoughts indeed were fo pcrplex- 
" ed, my notions of this , manner 
** of afting fo^confufed a^d uncer- 
** t^in, -that I knew, not wh^t to 

fay. 



(( 



y Google 



S O P H I A, ioi 

** %• My ^mother .tc^l4 us Sir 
"Charles had des^^recj^^ h^^'ii^at 
** his late illnefs h^d given him pc- 
" cafion for many uneaiy refle(3ions 
** upon my account ; that he ihud- 
" ilered with horror when he con- 
" fidered the unhappy ftate of, my 
*' fortune, and to. what difficulties 
^* I fhould have been expofed if he 
** had died j and that, for the fa- 
** tisfailion of his own mind, he 
" had made that fettlement ypon 
** me, that whatever happened I. 
^* might be out of the reach of ne- 
" ceffity. ' 

** I am afraid. Sir,'* purfued So- 
phia with a little confyifion in her 
countenance, " that you will con- 
** demn me when I tell you I was 
** fo ftruck at firft with the feem- 
** ing candor and tendernefs of Sir 
** Charles's motives for this a<3: qf 
** generofity, that none but the moft 
F 3 . "vgrateful 
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" Ijrate^uJ fci|timetfxts rofe ,mi my 

•* No, my dear,'* ref)]|^^djjj^. 
Herbert,, .^^ |,^c^.f^ot (fp^dejj^ ym: 
" this {nzTC■w^%^x^^\ly^^^ ^\^t 
** ,;when was it that your heart, or 
"rather your reafon, gave you 
^r ihofe fecret admpnition^,^ ^ou 
'•^oke of'?'V " 

^^* Immediately,** faid Sophia : /* a 
*"* moment*s refledtion upon the 
" conduct ^ of Sir Charles ferved to 
**r^ew me that fome latent ,d?Agn 
^%My ^^oncealed under this fpecious 
**^ offer; but I am obliged to 
f*^^my Mer for giving me a more 
.'** diftinft notion of it than my pwn 
♦Jr confufed ideas could furniili me 

^'i'^with.': .,., . .. .. ^-. :./,:.. >^ 

" Then yoy defired to Juww her 
" opinion^'* faid Mr. Herbiert* . 

. ** jCerjtainly,'* rt^upxf^ §^^ap]^ 
^« this. cony9^(?t^pff. paflfeci.fj^iii hex 

; \. . , . ! •' prefc;nGC^ 



r.-W 



y Google 



S O P fl I A. 102 

^ prefence, and as ithy dder Mer 
*' fhe had a right to be^con- 
-' fulted/' -' ^^^'- ' /\. 

^^ Pray What^did die ifa/K 
Mr- Herbert impatiently^ 

*« You know. Sir," faid Sophia, 
with a gentle fmile, ^< my fi%r 
** takes every opportunity to rally 
^* me about my pretenfifens to Wit : 
"** fhe told me it wai great condc- 
*^ fcenfion in me, who thought my- 
^' felf wifer than all th^' world be- 
^ fides, to aik her adVic6 u^oA this 
^* occafion ; and that iM W0ul4 
** not expofe herfelf to my con- 
** tempt, by declaring htt opinion, 
*' any farther than that fhe fuppofcd 
** Sir Charles did not confider this 
" as a jnarriage-fettlement* 

** Thefe lafV words,'' purfued So- 
phia, whofe face was now covered 
with a deeper blufh, ** let info much 
** light upon my mind, that I was 

afhamed and angry 'with myfelf 
F 4 '' for 
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<* foB having 4<ittb|ed : a rnqm^it ^f 
** Sir. 3G>mri«a*s i^/incerity. I th*nk- 
''^d . troy, (iftpr^ and told her fhc 
** fhouldjfce that I would profit by 
*' the hint fl^e had given me." 

** I wilh/' interrupted Mr. Her- 
bert, //.that ihe may profit as much 
*' by you : but people of gQod un- 
•* derftanding learn more from the 
" ignorant than the ignorant do 
/* from them, becaufe the wife 
** avoid tlie follies of fools, but fools 
^' wiH not foflow the example of 
** the wife: but what did Mrs. 
•* Darnlcy fay'to this ?" 

** I never faw her fo apgry with 
*' my fi/ler before," replied Sophia : 
** ihefaidfevcralfevere things to her, 
** which made her leave ^iie room 
" in great en^otion ; and when we 
" were alone, I endeavoured to con- 
'* vince my mother that it wias:;iot^ 
"fit I fliould' make my&lf (la dc- 
^* -pendant upon Sir Charles, by ac- 
. ** cepting 
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*5 trepting txich cdhMtritile pre- 
'f-febtfe; Jhe -wksi' K&wevet, 'of a 
-:'^ diaftrdh't 5 o^jfteiorii'libe^ffufe Sir 
^* '^-tfrtefe'd bdiaviout hicT biSfcn al- 
«* ways^TeQjie<^fuI in tfifeliighdifc de- 
** gree to'iSic, iift'd tieCaiife thfe man- 
**^5ifiir fn nirhich ii6 tfiiiiethis offer, 
**'ktvmitotk tb^ fdi^eSt >thr« he 
*^had feny othef "defi^h iii* ft but 
^ td fecurfe d |)ro^ifit)n for fei'e» in 
** cafe any thing fhoUM happen to 
>hife.** ■■'■'■■' 
' ** f^urlriothefimpbfds Upt(fi her- ' 
*' 'i^lfr teplied Mr. Herbert ; '* but 
•* I hope, niy dea^ thild, ybu think 

mo^ juftty." 

*^iYou may judge of my fenti- 
<^^i^1S,- Sif" infwcrifcfl Sophia, 
** by tfe refblutiori t h&^t tdken : 

I dirtied to confult ydu j but as I 
" had nib 'Opportunity for it, I fatis- 
** fifed' myfelf with ' doing what 
** I thf6u'ght y<iu would' aj^ptove. 

My mother, preft by"'mf argU- 
F 5 *' ments. 
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"IV^Q^g %%d§' %^yrm ^^i\^y 

.V,q[tother. cAflR«; iftt^^ fl^y.j^Qom : I 
" perceived iDhe was defirpus to 

J* ren^yr, th,e , conyer^tj^n about 
" §ii: , Ciji^^^f i but I carefully 

>« avoided ij^,,fpr,fear 0i^ ihould rc- 

/*.t^^,t)V5 pc^fPiinoA fl»e k^ given 
"metpaft as I pleafed upon this 
V occaficp, , My .referye , piqued 
**. her fy '^vxibif ^^ .^^ forbore to 
*• enter ypon^i !^!^,./**^i?<^ again ; 
/* but, as, I,|h^d.,fif^ jopporitunity of 
" fejjjding any letter tba^ ^ight 
" without, i^er Jcnow^^ge, .,]L was 
«*.o|3hged.to .go tp^be^fjwiqh .i^^her 
•' jthafl I4efirpd to jj^^^^hd ^^ext 
♦Vipprning, , v?hen. Wi? , Wfrc, at 

" breakfaft. 
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^« breakf^,* a letter wa^ brought 
*'m6 frdih Sir ^^iAritei^datca four 
^' o'clock, in whicfttenformed me 
'* that he was^ ;]&ff ?i^^ drft in a 
" poft^chdfe for Biith. His tinclc, 
" who lids there at rfie point of 
** death, has 1? icemis earneitiy de- 
** fired to fee himi and the itieflfen- 
" gertoldhimheJiad nota mihutc 
" to lofe." 

^ I am^ forry,^ interrupted Mr. 
Herbert, " that he did not get your 
^* letter before he went.*" 

Sophia then taking it Otit of her 
pocket, gave it to him, and begged 
he would contrive fbme way to 
have it fafely delivered to Sir Charles ; 
" and nowi added ftie, my heart is 
" eaiy on that fide, and I have no- 
" thing to do but to arm myfelf 
^* with fortitude to bear the ten- 
'*^ dir ieproaches of a mother, 
'*^^^ofe anxiety for my intereft 
f* niakcs her fee this affair in a very 
F 6 «^ different 
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^* dififejreat light feom that in- which 
^f youi^md^l bAold it." > ^^^ ^ 
.jiiMr^-ifeHieri put the letter cri-c- 
fuJlyiirt0iWs pockct-feoofc^ inri'pro- 
mifed' hefi it .fliould be conveyed to 
$irChwl^;: tiien taking hcj^jhand^ 
which he preflcd aiffe^fticaiateljr/* You 
^* have another facrifice yet to 
^^ n^kcjt my dear -good child/' faid 
he, *^ and I hope it will not <x>il 
f* yoii mtich to- make it* Yoii muft 
•* (Tefolveto fee SirGhades no more: 
** it is not fit ypu fhould ceccivc his 
** vifits^r fince you fufpcjQ: his de- 
*^ figns are not honourable, and 
** yoa have but too much caufe for 
^* fufpiciori. It is not enough to 
^^ be virtuous : we muft appear &> 
^* lifcewife; we owe the world a 
** good example, Ae worid; which 
^* oftener rewards the appearances 
^^ of merit, than merit itfelf.. It 
*^ will be impoflible for you to 
*^ avoid feeing Sir Charles fom:e- 

" timers 
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ikntQ, ift^(»tnQoiiti|{iierj^i#ititt3^cir 
'^ mother : .yoithshd iobaoithoxiif 

^^3 dffijis wilt fafc ill' paatcd^4by<l»ir 
'^jficcoimt. Arc you wiliifeg; Mift 
*4oS^j|iik^* to igo/ inkittte 
*Vartd I will: bbard^5bMiin tl» fai 
*^ mily^iof a»fwor4iy clcrgymnn, 
" who is my ftiend ? His. wift and 
** daughters will J3C a§reieable com-" 
^ panioiis^:for you i you twill fi»d 
** books enough iahis fttuty^to etn-^ 
** ploy thofe hours whicfc you idjp-* 
** vote to re^ing^ and his conver- 
** fation will be always a fource of 
** inftruiStion and delight/' 

Sophia^ with tears in her eyes, 
and a look fo exprefllve that it con- 
veyed a ftronger idea of the grateful 
fentimcnts which filled her heart, 
than afi^ words could do, thanked 
the good old man for his generous 
aflfer, and told him fhe was ready to . 

leave 
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leave London whenever he pleafed : 
but unwilling to be an inciunbrancd 
upon his little fortune, (he intreated 
him to be diligent in his enquiries 
for a place for her, that fbe might 
early inure herfelf to the humble 
condition which Providehce thought 
fit^ to ^ allot for her. 

Mr. Herbert, entering into her 
delicate fcruples, promifed to pro- 
cure her a proper eftabliftiment j 
and it was agreed between thent 
that he (hould acquaint her mothfer 
tl|e next day with the refolutioh fhe 
had taken, and endeavour tp pro- 
; cure her confcnt to it. 
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Mft. tje^b^rjt well kaie>i()fia.th« 
difficulties of this )j^, tnd 
prepai:pd bimfelf to iUftoin the 
ftorm which he expetfted would fall 
upon him. ^Heyifited Mrs. Darn- 
ley in the morning, , aftd iiftdiijg hier 
ak>ne,. entered at pnq^,,tn^ ;the 
a^Fjr by telling berths* be, had 
performed the commiffion. Mi6 
Sophia had given him ; that a friend 
of his who was going to Bath would 
take care to deliver her letter to 
her unworthy lover, who, added 
he, will be convinced, by her re- 
turning his fettlement, that (he has 
a juft notion of his bafe defigns, 
aria *deq>ifes him as well for his 
falfliood and prfefumption, ^as for 

th« 
4 
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the mean opinion he has ent6i?tained 
of her. ' ' ' ^ ^^i; / 
, The old geiitleriiarli wh6 'Vas 
' pferfeftly well atiquainted v^itii Mrs* 
Darnley's charader, ahd had ftu- 
died his part, would nfat give her 
time to' recover from' the 'aftohifh- 
ment his firft wbrdsh^d "thrown 
her into, which was ftrongly im- 
^effed upon her countenance, and 
which feemed to deprive her of the 
power of Ipeech ; but added, with 
an aii- natutal enough, ^* Your <!6h- 
** diid, Mrs. Darnley, deftirvesth^ 
*^ higheft praifes; indeed I kndi^ 
** not which to adrtiire fn'oft, your 
'* difinterdftednefs, prudttic^<i, ii5^ 
** judgment ; or Mifs Scxp^a^s rea- ' 
<* dy obedience, and the noble fa- 
** crifice fhe makds to her honoui" 
** and reputation. You^ knew her 
^* virtue miglit be fecurely depend- 
** ed upon, arid you permitted he^ 
^ to ad: as fhe thought proper wifK 

<« regard 
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^^ rtgard to the infidious offer Sir 
** Charles made her: thus, bytran«- 
** ferring all the merit of a reftifal 
*^ to her, you rcflexft a double lultre 
** upon your own, and fhe has fully 
** anfwered your intentions by re- 
jecting that offer wfth the con- 
*' tempt it deferved/' 

While Mr* Herbert went on in 
this ftrain, Mrs. Darnley infcnfibly 
forgot her refentment i her features 
iiflumed all.Aat complacency whi^h 
gratified vanity and felfr-aj^laufc 
could imprefs upon them : and al- 
though fhe was confdous her {en»- 
timents were very different from 
thofc whi^ Mr. Herbert attributed 
to her, yet, as fhe had really fpoke 
thofq words to Sophia which had 
given h^ a pretence to ad; as fhe 
had doiie, fhe concluded his praifes 
were fincere, znd enjoyed them 
as much ros if fhe had deferved 
them. 

It 
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It tvas her bufinefs novr^ how- 
ever vexed at her daughter's folly, 
as fhe conceived it, to feem highly 
fitisficd" With her condud, fince 
^hat Ihc had done could not be 
redailed I yet inwardly fretting at 
thelofe of fo noble a prefent, all 
her diilitnul^tlon could not hinder 
her from faying, that although fhe 
approved of Sophia's refufal, yet 
ihe could not help thinking (he had 
been very precipitate, and that fhe 
Ought to have waited till Sir 
.Charles returned ; and not have 
ient, but have given him back his 
fettlemwit. 

Mr. Herbert, without anfwering 
to that point, told her, that what 
now remained for her prudence to 
do was, to take away all founda- 
tion for Hander, by peremptorily 
^ forbidding Sir Charles's future vi- 
iits ; (here Mrs. Darnley began to 
frown) ^* for iince it is plain. to ius 

^r all, 
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** all, madam/* puffued he, with- 
out deeming to percjcive her cmo- 
tioPt;;" tW/wrria§ei$.,nat his in- 
•* . tehtioiv jb^n t^ng Allowed to 
•* continue his addreffes, mifs So- 
•* phia's charader will fufFer great- 
^ ly il^ the opinion of the world ; 
" Jit^di the /ii^if49m ai^drfliia^tioa 
** by;^hi(;h you have hitherto been 
** governed in this affair, will not 
" Jjbcure you from very imfavour- 
*V. fble cenfiires. Tp ihew there- 
of /orp.|;io^|rijajich yo^ arein eahicft 
"vSfl Bf^fVcnt them, :l ithink ; it is 
^♦^fi^^ijtdly neqeflary that you 
" (hould fend your daughter put of 
"nf?^/i«^?V> way.". 
/^;Mrs,.i^rP^P%» who.thov»ght (he 
had > f ^ . unaufwerable objedtion 
to rfwgke to. this fcheme, in- 
terrupted him ^eagerly, " You 
/* knqw; jmy^ ;circumftances, Mr. 
% Iflfg^ert, you know I ipft^not af- 
*f; forS to fend my daughter from 

^^ me 1 
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^*^ me J how am I to difpofe of 
^* her, pray ?" 

^ Let not that care trouble you, 
^ madam," replied Mr, Herbert, 
** I Will take all this expence upon 
** myfelf : I love Mils Sophia as. 
*^ well as if fhe was i»y own child; 
** and flender as my; income is, 
^^ I will be' at the charge of her 
*^ maintenance till fortune and 
"** her own merit place her in a 
"*^ better fituation;" 

Mr. Herbert then acquainted her 
with the name and charafter of the 
clergyman in whofe family he in-* 
tended to place Sophia : he added, 
that the village to which fhe Was 
going being at no great diftance, 
fhe might hear from her frequent- 
ly, and fometimes vifit her, without 
much expence oj- inconvenience. 

Mrs. Darnley having nothing 
that was reafonable to oppoie to 
thefe kind ;and gene^us offers, had 

recourie 
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recourse to rage and. exclamation. • 
She told. Mr. Herbert that he had 
no right to jnterpofe in the affairs > 
of h^r family ; that he fhould not 
difpofe of her daughter as he pleaf- . 
ed ; that fhe would exert the au- 
thority of a parent, and no officious 
meddler fhould rob her of her child. 

Mr, Herbert now found it ne* ; 
ceflkry to change his method with 
this interefled mother, ** Take care, 
** madam," faid he, with a fevere 
look, *^ how far you carry your op- 
** pofition in this cafe : the world 
" has its eyes upon your condud: ; 
" do not give it reafon to fay that* 
" your daughter is more prudent 
" and cautious than you are.; nor 
" force her to" do. that without 
** your confent which you ought ^ 
"to be the firfl to advife her ^ 
" to." 

" Without my confentj !" re- 
plied Mrs. DarnJey, alpiofl breath^ ^ 

lefs 
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Icfs with rage ; ** will fhe go with- 
** out my confent, fay yoilj'^hSve 
** you alienated • her / affe<9ffoiis 
** from me fo far ? I will fooh know 
*^ that/' 

Then riling with a furious ^ir, 
fhe called Sophia, who cafftie ^hto 
the room, trembling, arid in^^ the 
utmoft agitation. The melaricho- 
ly that appeared in her codrite- 
nance, the palenefs and dlft^der, 
the confequences of a fleefplefs 
night, which fhe had paffed ' in 
various and afflidting thoughts, 
made Mr. Herbert apprehenfive 
that her mother's obftinacy would 
prove too hard for her gentle dif- 
pDfitibn ; and that her heart, thtis 
affaulted with the moll powerful 
of all paffions, love and filial ten- 
demcfs, would infenfibly betray htr 
into a confent to Ibty; * > '' - ■ ' 

Mrs. Damley giving Her^d^^lttfefk 

of indignation, exclaimed with the 

/ farcallic 
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fafcaftic feverity with which (he 
ufed formerly to treat her ; ** So 
" my wife, my dutiful daughter ! 
'* you cannot bear, it feems, to 
'^ live with your mother ; you are 
** refolved to run away from me^ 



are 



you 



?" 



" Madam/' replied:Sophia, with 
afirmnefs that difconcerted Mrs. 
Darnley, as much as it pleafingly 
furprifed Mr. Herbert, ** it is not 
** you I am running away from, as 
" you unkindly fay^ I am going 
'* into the country to frce myfelf 
" from the purfpits of a man who 
" has impofed upon your goodnefr, 
^* and my credulity ;, one who I 
** am convinced, feeks my difho- 
" nour, and whofe enfiiaring ad- 
** drefles have already, I am afraid, 
** given a wound to my reputa- 
** tion, which nothing but the re- 
** folution I have taken to avoid 
•* him can heal/* . 

Poor 
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Poor Sophia, who Had widi diffi- 
culty prevailed over her own foft- 
nefs to fpcak in this determined' 
manner, could not bear to fee the ' 
confuliorf into which her anfwer' 
h^ thrown her mothei*^ but figh- 
ing deeply, (he retired towards 
the window, and wiped away the 
tears that fell from her charming^ 
tyts: 

Mrs. Darnley, wlw obferved her 
emotion, and well knew hoW. to 
take advantage of that amiable 
weaknefs in her temper, which 
made any oppofition, however juft 
ajjd neceflary, painful to her, de- 
fired Mr. Herbert to leave her alone 
with her daughter, adding that Kis 
prefence was a conftraintupon them 
both- 

Sophia, hearing this, and dread- 
ing left he flipuld leave her to fuf- 
tain the ftorm alone, went towards 
her mother, and with the> moft ' 
^ ' perfuafive 
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'perfuafive look and accent, begged 
her pot to part in anger from Mr. 
Herbert. 

* ** I cannot forgive Mr, Herbert/* 
faid Mrs Darnley, " for fuppofing I 
-** am kfs concerned for your ho- 
** nour than he is. I fee no necefli- 
/* ty for your going into the coun- 
y try ; your reputation is fafe while 
** you are under my care ; it is 
<* tiniie enough to fend you out of 
** Sir Charles's way when we are 
<* convinced * his defigns are not 
♦* honourable, Mr. Herbert, by 
*< filling your head with groundlefe 
^< apprehenfions, will be the ruin 
«* of your fortune." 
. '* Sir Charles's diiTembled affec- 
« tipn for me/' interrupted Sophia, 
«« will be the ruin of my charaderi 
«« There is no way to convince the 
V, world that I am not the willing 
5* dupe of his artifices, but by fly- 
' ** ing from him as far as I can : do 
Vox. L " G '' not 
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** not, ^my dfcar mamma/' purfue3 
*flie, burfting into teats, *^ p^pofe 
•* my going ; my peace of mind, 
'* my reputation depend upon it." 

** You fliail go when I think 
/* proper," replied Mrs. Darnley ; 
^* and as for you. Sir," turning to 
Mr. Herbert, *^ I defire you will not 
** interpofe any farther in this 
*' matter/' 

** Indeed I muft, madam,'' faid 
the good old man, encouraged by a 
look Sophia gave him y " I confider 
** myfelf as guardian to your 
*^ daughter, and in that qudity I 
** pretend to fome right to regulate 
** her conduct on an occafion 
^* which requires a guardian's care 
** and authority." 

*^ Ridiculous !" exclaimed Mrs. 
Darnley, with a malignant; fneer, 
'* what a }eft ! to call yourfdf 
** guardian to a girl who has not a 
^* /hilling to depcnfl upon/' 

« l3pi 
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** I 4m the gtrardian tyf ^hfer ho- 
'* notir iand rdpntktitih^'' faid Mr. 
Hertrert : ** thcfeiiiake upTier fdr- 
** 'tune : and with thcfe iftie is richer 
** than if fhe -poffcffed thduf5nds 
^' withdut tlicm/' . 

** And do you, MiFs," faid Mrs. 
Darnley to her daughter, with a 
icornful air, ** do you allow this 
^* foolilh clairii ? Ate you this gen- 
•* tieman's ward, pray?" 

** Come, ma,danT," faid Mr. ^Hcri- 
bert, willing to fpire Sophia thie 
pain of anfweririg her queftioir, 
** be perfuaded that I have the ten- 
** derneis of a parent, as well as 
'* guardian, for your daughter : 'it 
•* is abfolutely neceffary flie fhould 
** fee Sir Charles no mofe ; and 
*' the moft effedual method fhe can 
** take to fhun him, and to preferve 
^* her chjirad:er, is to leave a place 
*^ where *fhe wrill be continually 
*' expofed to his importunity, I 
G 2 •* ho|ie 



y Google 



ia4 S O P H I A. 

^* hope flie will be able to procure 
" your confent to her going to- 
" morrow. I fhall be here in the 
*^ morning with a poft-chaife, and 
** will conduct her myfelf to the 
** houfe of my friend, whom I have 
'* already prepared by a letter to 
*^ receive her/' 

Mr, Herbert, without waiting for 
any anfwer, bowed and left the 
room. Sophia followed him to the 
door, and by a fpeaking glance af- 
fured him he might depend upon 
her perfeverance. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX- 

In which Sophia JJoews lefs of the fli?- 
roine than the Wontan. 



AS foon as Mr. Herbert went 
away, Harriot, who had been 
liilening» and had heard all that 
paft, entered the room. The vir- 
tue and ftrength of mind her fifter 
Ihewed in the defign fhe had form- 
ed of flying from Sir Charles Stan- 
ley excited her envy ; and (he would 
have joined with her mother in en- 
deavouring to prevail upon her to 
ftay, to prevent the fuperiority fuch 
a condud: gave her, had not that 
envy found a more fenfible gratifi- 
cation in the thought that Sophia 
would no longer receive the ado- 
rations of the young baronet ; and 
that all her towering hopes would 
G3 be 
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be changed to difappointmifK,. and 
grief. 

The difcontinuance of thofe pre- 
fent$ which Sir Charles fo liberalljr 
beftowed on them^ evidently on 
Sophia's account, and which had 
hjtherto enabled them to liv.e in af- 
fluence, affeded her but little^ 
fpr vanity is^ a more powerful- paf- 
fipn than intereft in the heart of a . 
coquet; ar4thv jtlts&rsof k^A;i$. 
her ilfler, mortified and deferted by . 
her lover, outweighed all .other con- 
aerations : befides, fhc was xictt 
without hopes that when Sophia was 
o^t of the way, her own charnxs, 
vjrould regain all their former in^ 
fl^uence over the heart of Sir Charles. 
^ She canae prepared, therefore^ to 
fupport her in her rcfolution of go- 
ing into the country ;> but Mrs, 
Darnley, who did not enter into 
her viewsi and v^ho had no other 

attention 
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attc;iti(Mi but - tp fccure to herfelf- 
that e^ and affluence fhe at pre-, 
fent enjoyed, expeded Harriot, 
would ufe her utmoft eiForjts to pre- 
vent ber fifter from difobliging a, 
man whofe liberality was the fource 
0/ their happinefs* 

She complained to hef in a. ten- 
der manner of Sophia's unl?:ir>dnef5 ; 
(he exaggerated theill.confequenc.es, 
that might be apprehended frpm the* 
affront fhe; put on Sir Charles, by- 
thus avowing the moft injurious fuP 
picions of him^ and dctj^jed> 
Ihe cxpedted nothing l^f^ than to* 
be reduced by the lofs of her pen- 
fion to that ftate of niifery^ frQm 
which he had formerly relieved > 
her. 

Sophia melted into tears at thefe^ 
words; but a momept's reikdtion 
convinced her, tb^t her mo- 
ther's apprehenfipns were altogether 
groundlefs : Sir Charles wa§^ ript ca- 
G 4 pable 
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pable of fo mean a revenge; and 
Sophia/ on this occafion, defended 
him with fo much ardor, that Mifs 
Darnley could not help indulging 
her malice, by throwing oijt fome 
fevere farcafms upon the violence of 
her aiFe<3ion for a man whom (he 
affefted to defpife. • 

Sophia . blufhed ; but anfwered 
calmly, '' Well, fifter, if I love 
" Sir Charles Stanley, I have the 
** more merit in leaving him/' 

** Oh, not a bit the more for 
'^ that," replied Harriot ; '' for, as I 
^* read in one of your books juft 
" now. Virtue would not go fo far ^ 
** if pride did not bear her com- 
. ^ pany:' 

** You might alfo have read, fif- 
** ter,'* faid Sophia, *^ that no woman 
•• is envious of another's virtue who 
" is confcious of her own." 

This retort threw Harriot into fo 

violent a rage, that Sophia, who 

. ' ^ knew 
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knew what excefles fhe was ca- 
pable of, left the room, and retired 
to pack up her cloaths, that flic 
might be ready when Mr. Herbert 
called for her. 

In this employment Mrs, Darn- 
ley gave her no interruption ; for 
Harriot having quitted,, her mother 
in a huff, becaufe fhe did not join 
with her againft Sophia, (lie was 
left at liberty to purfue her own 
refleftions. After long doubt and 
perplexity in what mariner to a6t, 
ihe refolved to confent that Sophia 
fhould depart ; for fhe faw plainly 
that it would not be in her power 
to prevent it, and fhe was willing 
to derive fome merit from the ne- 
ceflity fhe was under of complying^ 
She confidered that if Sir Charles 
. really loved her daughter, her flight 
on fuch motives would rather in- 
creafe than lefTen his pafTion ; and 
riiat all his refentment for being de- 
G 5 prived 
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priyed.of hcfi fight WQultl fall upcm. 
Mr, Herbert, vfho aJone w^smfault-. 

Mrs^ Dariil^^ as, h^sr been be-. 
&m abicrvcd,* was not ofi a temper 
to anticipate misfortunes, or to give 
herfelf much uneafineft about evils 
in fi^turity : (he always hoped the 
heft, not becaufe (he had any 
well-grounded reafons for it, but 
^aufe it was much more pleading 
to hope than to fear. 

Sophia, when ihe faw.her ne;xt,, 
fpund her furprifingly altered : ihe 
not only no longer oppofed her de- 
parture, but even feemed defirous 
of it J and this fhe thought a maf- 
tpr-piece of cunning which could 
not fail of gaining Mr. Herbert's 
good opinion ; never once reflect-, 
ing that her former oppofition de- 
prived her of all the iperit of a vo- 
luntary compliance. 

This change in Mrs. Darnley 
left Sophia no more difficulties to 

en- 
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encounter but what* fhe found in 
her own heart* Induftrious to de<? 
ceive herfelf, fhe had iniputed all 
the uneaiy eniotions there to thf 
grief of leaving her m^tW cpn^ray 
ry to her incUnation : fhe h:jd^ nowf 
her free confent to gp^ ypt ftill 
thpfe perturbatioEis . remaiiied. Shf 
thanked her mqtlief fqijhgr. indul* 
gence : fhe took her hand^ and 
tenderly^ pr^edj itto Jher lips, tears 
at the fame ti^ie flowing; faftffojqi 
her eyes, 

. Mfs. Daraley^ vf^ crvifjj c^nc^gh 
to fhew that fjie^ u;i4erflood; th^ 
cauf^ of t|iis; fuddeh paffipn^ 
^' What/' fay ffeci *f to- thp pqor 
** blufl^ing Spphia, after a}l the clut;T 
*^ ter ypvi. have made about leaving 
•' Sir Charlesjtdpesypui;, heart faij 
** you npw you cqa^p tq ih^ 
•^ trial?" 

Sophia^ abaOied' aiid fil^nti hid 

^^ glowing face: with her han4-? 

C 6 kerchief I 
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kerchief; and having withfomediP'* 
ficulty repreft another gufh of tears, 
affumed compofure enough to tell 
her mother that Ihe hoped fhc 
fhould never want fortitude to do 
her duty. . 

* " To be fure," replied Mrs. 
Damley, ** with afheer, onefo wiie 
•' as you can never miftake your 
«* duty/' 

Sophia however underftood hers 
fo well that fhe did not offer to re- 
cnminate upon this occafion ; for 
Mrs. Darnley was but a (hallow po- 
litician, and was thrown fo much 
off her guard by the vexation (he 
felt, that an' affair on which (he 
built fuch great hopes had taken fb 
different a turn, that (he gave plain 
indications of her difpleafure, and 
that her xonfent to her daughter's 
going was indeed extorted from her^ 

Sophia had many of thefe a(laults 
to fuftain, as well from Harriot as 
• - ' Mrs* 
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Mrs. Darnley, during the re- 
mainder of that day; but they 
were of ufe to her. Her pride was 
concerned to prevent giving a real 
caufe for fuch farcafms as her fifter 
in particular threw out : oppofition 
kept up her fpirits, and preferved 
her mind from yielding to that ten- 
der grief which the idea of parting 
for ever from Sir Charles excited. 
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^he Dejiriptkn of two Rural 
. Beaufies. 

WHEN Mr. Herbert came 
the next morning, Mrs* 
Darnley, who had no better part tQ 
play, had recourse again to diffi- 
mulation, and expreffed great wil- 
lingnefs to fend her daughter away; 
but the good man, who faw the 
feint in her overaAed fatisfadtion, , 
fuffered her to imagine that (he had 
efFeftually, impofed upon him. . 

Sophia wept when fhe took leave 
of her mother, and returned the 
cold falute her fifter gave her with 
an affectionate embrace. She figh- 
ed oieeply as Mr. Herbert helped 
her into the poft-chlife ; and con- 
tinued penfive and filent for feveral 
minutes, not daring to raife her 

eyes 
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eyes up to her kind conduftor, left 
he fliould read in them what pafled; 
in her heart. 

Mr, Herbert, who gueffed what 
fhe felt on this occafion, was fenfi- 
hly affe6tcd with that: foft melan- 
choly, fo eafy to be difcovered in 
her countenance, liotwithftanding 
all her endeavours to conceal it. 
t^ wiihed to comfort her, but the 
fubjedl was.toq dcl^ate to be men-* 
tiqned : kind; and indulgent as he 
was, he began to think his admired 
Sophia carried her concern on this 
occafion too far; fo true that obfer- 
yationsis, that the cafe of tried virtue 
is harder th^n that of untried.: we 
require, from it as debts continual | 
exertions oij" its power, and if we are 
at any time difappointed in our ex- 
peiflations, we blame with refent^ 
ment as if we had been deceived. 

Sophia's ferifibility, however, was 
. very excufable j in flying from Sir 

Charles 
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Charles (he had done all that the 
xnoft rigid virtue could * demand ; 
for as yet Ihe had only fufpicions 
ag^nft him ; and this man, whofe 
generous gift fhe had returned with 
filent fcorn, whom fhe had avoid- 
ed as an enemy, had hitherto be- 
haved to her with all the tendef- 
nefs of a lover, and all the benevo- 
lence of a friend. It was under 
that amiable idea that he now pre- 
fented himfelf to her imagination ; 
her pride and her refentment were 
appeafed by the facrifice (he had 
made in her abrupt departure, and 
every unkind thought of him was 
changed to tender regret for his 
lofs. 

Mr. Herbert, by not attempting 
to divert the courfe of her reflec- 
tions, foon drew her out of her 
revery : his filence and referve firft 
intimated to her the impropriety of 
her behaviour. She immediately 
- aflumed 
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aflumed her ufual compofure, and 
during the remainder of their little 
journey, fhe appeared as chearful 
and ferene as if. nothing extraordi- 
nary had happened. 

The good curate with whom fhe 
was to lodge having rode out to 
meet hiis friend and his fair gueft, 
joined them when they had come 
within three miles of his houfe. 
Mr. Herbert, who had defcried him 
at a little diftance> fhewed him to 
Sophia : «^ There, my dear," faid 
he, *^ is a man who, with more pie- 
^« ty and learning than would ferve 
«* to make ten bifhops, is oblig- 
«* ed to hire himfelf out at the rate 
*' of fixty pounds a year, to do the 
** duty of the parifh church, the 
*^ reftor of which enjoys three lu- 
** crative benefices, without pray- 
** ing or preaching above five times 
*^ in a twelvemonth." 

Mr. Lawfon, for that w;as the 

curate's 
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curate's name, had now galloped 
up to the chaife, which Mr. Her- 
bert had ordered the poft-boy to 
flop, and many kind falutations 
pafTcd between the two friends. 

Sophia was particularly pleafed 
with the candor and benevolonce 
which appeared in the Ipqks and- 
behaviour of the good clergynian ^ 
who gazed- oiy her attentively; and 
fpund the good opinion he ha4 en- 
tertained of her from Mr» Hft^ 
bert's reprefentations fully, confirm- 
ed. The bewitching fw^etnefs ia 
her voice aad eyes» the fpirit thatu 
animated her look[s, apd the pccu^, 
liar elegance of her pcrfon and ad-^ 
drefs, produced their ufual effeiSs, 
and filled Mr. Lawfon*$ heart with- 
fentiments of tendernefs, efteem, 
and refpeftfor hen 
: Mrs. Lawfon and her two 
daughters received her wi^h that* 
tf u^ politenefs wl^ch i§ fpuaded on 

good 
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g^ood'fenfc aiidgoqcjl n^tjire. Both 
the young f wome* w/ere extremely 
agreeable in their pe;rfons, and So- 
phia contemplated with admiration 
the neat fimplicity of their drefs, 
their artlefs beauty, and native 
fweetncfs of manners. Health dyed 
their cheek? with , bluflies more 
beautiful thap thofe the fine lady , 
borrows from paint; innocence ajid 
chearfulnefs lighted up fmiles in 
thcMf face^, 'a,s powerful, as thofe of 
the moft finiflied coquet. 5 and good 
humour and a fmcere defire of 
obliging, gave graces to thdirbe^ 
hjaviour which ceremony but poor- 
ly imitates. 

Thefe were Sophia's ohfervations 
to Mr. Herbert, who feized the 
firft. opportunity of fp^aking to her 
apart, to alk her opinioi> of her new 
cjompanions. , He was rejoiced to 
hear her cxprefs great fatisifadion in 
her new fitvation, aod AOt doubting 

but 
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but time and abfence, affifted by 
her own good fenfe and virtue, 
would banHh Sir Charles Stan- 
ley entirely from her remembrance ^ 
he fcrupled not to leave her at 
the end of three days, after hav- 
ing tenderly recommended her to 
the care of this little worthy 
family, every individual of which 
already loved her with extreme af- 
fedtion. 

Sophia was indeed fo much de- 
lighted with the new fcene of life 
ihe had entered upon, and her 
fancy was at firft fo flruck with the 
novelty of all the objects fhe 
beheld, that -the continual diffipa- 
tion of her thoughts left no room 
for the- idea of the baronet : but 
this deceitful^ calm lafted not 
long. She foon found by experi- 
ence, that the filence and folitude 

4 

of the country were more proper 
tp nourlfti love than to deftroy it; 

and 
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and that groves and meads, the 
nightingale's fong, and the rivulet's 
murmur, were food for tender me- 
lancholy, and the foft reveries of 
imagination. 

Mr, Lawfon's houfe was moft ro- 
manticly fituated o|i the borders of 
a fpacious park; from whole 
opulent owner he rented a fmall 
farm, which fupplied his fami- 
ly with almoft all the neceflaries 
of life. Mrs. Lawfon his wife, 
brought him a very fmall for- 
tune, but a great flock of virtue, 
good fenfe, and prudence. She had 
ftcn enougfh of the world to 
poliih her manners without cor- 
rupting her heart; and having 
lived moft part of her time in the 
country, . fhe underftood rural af- 
fairs perfe<5lly well, and fuperintend- 
ed all the bufinef^ of their little 
farm. Their two daughters were 
at once the beft houfe-wifes, and 

the 
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the moft accomplifhed young wo- 
men in that pdrt of the country. 
Mr, Lawfon took upon hhnfelf the 
delightful tafk of improving their 
minds, and giving them a tafte 
Tor ufeful knowledge : and their 
mother, befides inftrufting theiii 
in all the ecohomical duties fuit- 
able to their humble fortunes, form- 
ed them to thofe decencies of 
manners and propriety of beha- 
• vioiir, which fhe had acquired by a 
genteel education, and the con- 
verfatioh of perfons of rank, Ih 
the affairs of the family, each of 
the yCung women had their par- 
ticular province afligned them^ 
Dolly, the eldeft, prefided in the 
dairy; and Fanny, fo was the 
ypungeft called, aflifted in the ma- 
nagement of the houfe, Sophia 
foon entertained a friendfliip for 
them both ; but a powerful incli- 
nation attached her particularly to 



y Google 



SOPHIA. 14;$ 

Dolly. There was in the coun- 
tenance of this, young woman a cer- 
tain fweetnefs and fenfibility that 
"pleafed Sophia extremeiy ; antl 
though fhe had all that chearful- 
nefs which youth, health, and in- 
nocence infpire, yet the-penfivenefs 
that would fometimes fteal over 
her fweet features, the gentle 
fighs that would ftow and then 
efcape her, excited a partial tender- 
nefs for her in the heart of Sophia. 
She took pleafure in affifting her 
in her little employmehts. Dolly 
infenfibly loft that awe which the 
prefcnce of the fair Londoner firft 
inlpired, and repaid her tendernefs 
with that warmth of affe6:ion which 
only young and innocent minds are 
capable of feeling. 
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CHAP. XL 

Sophia makes an interefiing Dtfco^ 
very. , . 

SOPHIA, inftrufted by her own 
experience, fopn difcovered that 
her young friend was in love ; But 
neither of them difclofed the fecret 
of their hearts to each other. Dolly 
was with-held by bafhful timidity, 
Sophia by delicate referve. Fond as 
they .were of each other's company, 
yet the want of this mutual confi- 
dence made them fometime chufe 
to be alone. Sophia having one 
evening ftrayed in the wood, wholly 
abforbed in melancholy thoughts, 
loft her way, and was in fome per-^ 
plexity how to recover the path that 
led to Mr. Lawfon*s houfe ; when 
looking anxioufly around her, ftie 
few Dolly at a diftance, fitting un- 
der 
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der a tree. Overjoyed to meet her 
fo luckily, (he was running up to 
her, but flopped upon the appear- 
ance oF a young man, who, feeing 
Dolly, flew towards her with the 
utriiofl: eagernefs, and with fuch an 
Mpreffion of joyful furprize in his 
countenance, as perfuaded her this 
meeting was accidental, 

Sophia, not willing to interrupt 
their converfation, paiTed on foftly 
behind the trees, unobferved by 
Dolly, who continued in the fame 
penfivie attitude; but being now 
nearer to her, fhe perceived flie was 
weeping exceffively, 

Sophia, who was greatly afFeded 
at this fight, could not help accom- 
panying her tears with fome of 
her own; and not daring to flir'a 
ilep farther, for fear of being feen 
by the youth, fhe refolved to take 
advantage of her fituation, to know' 

Vol. L H the 
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the occafion of Dolly s extraordi- 
nary affliiftion. 

The poor girl was fo wrapt in 
thought, that fhe neither faw nor 
heard the approach of her lover, 
who caHed to.her in the tenderefl 
accent imaginable, ** My dear Dolly, 
** is it you ? Won't you look at 
** me? Won't you fpeak to me? 
'^ What have I done to make you 
** angry, my love ? Don't go," (for 
upon hearing his voice fhe ftarted 
from her feat, and feemed defirous 
to avoid him) ^* don't go, my dear 
** Dolly," faid he, following her, , 
(and {he went ilowly enough) ** don't 
** drive me to defpair." 

*^ What would you have me do, ^ 
*< Mr, William," faid fhe, flopping 
and turning gently towards him ; 
^* you know my father has forbid 
*^ me to fpeak to you, and I would 
^' die rather than difoblige him : 

** you 
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^ you may thank your proud rich 
*' aunt for all this. Pray let mc 
** go," purfued fhe, making fome 
feint eiForts to withdraw hex hand, 
which he had feized and held faft 
ih his, ** you muft forget me, Wil- 
" liam, as I have refolved to forget 
" you," added fhe fighing, and 
turning away her head, left he fhould 
fee the tears that fell from her eyes. 
Cruel as thefc words founded in 
the ears of the paffionate William, 
yet he found fomething in her voice 
and adions that comforted him; 
'* No, my dear Dolly,'' faid he, 
endeavouring to look in her averted 
face, '* I will not believe that you 
*^ have refolved to forget me ; you 
can no more forget me, than I 
can you, and I (hall love you aa 
long as I live — I know you fay 
this only to grieve mc ; you do , 
not mean it." 

H 2 ^* Yes, 
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** Yes, I do mean it," replied 
Dolly, in a peevifh accent, vexed 
that he had ken her tears. *^ I 
** know my duty, and you fhall find 
*' that 4 can obey my father/' 
While fhe fpokc this, fhe ftruggled 
fo much in earneft to free her hand 
from his, that fearing to offend her, 
he dropped it with a fubmiffive air. 

Dolly having now no pretence for 
Aaying any longer, bid him farewell 
in a faltering voice, and went on, 
though with a flow pace, towards 
her father's houfe. The youth con- 
tinued for a moment motionlefs as 
a ftatue, with a countenance pale as. 
deajh, and his eyes, which were 
fuffufed with tears, fixed on the 
parting virgin. • 

- '* What," cried he at laft, in the 
rtioft plaintive tone imaginable, **can 
" you really leave me thus ? go 
** then, my dear unkind Dolly* I 
Z " will 
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•* will trouble you no more with 
*' my hateful prefence ; I wifh you 
** happy,' but if you hear that any 
** ftrange mifchief has befallen me, 
** be aflured you are the caufe 
^* of it." 

He followed her as he fpoke, and 
Dolly no longer able to continue her 
aflumed rigour, ftopped when he 
approached her, and burft into tears^ 
The lover felt all hia hopes revive 
at ibis fight, and taking her hand> 
which hfe kiffed a thoufand times, 
he uttered the tendereft vows of 
4ove and conftancy ; to which (he 
liftened in filence^ only now and 
then fdftly fighingi" at length fhe 
difengaged her hand, and gentry 
begged him to leave her, left he 
Aould be feen by any of the family; 
The happy youth, once more con* 
vinced of her afFeftion for him> 
obeyed without a murmur. 

H3 Dolly, 
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Dolly/ as foon as he had quitted 
her, ran haftily towards home ; but 
he, as if every ftep was leading him 
to his grave, moved flowly on, of- 
ten looking back, and often flop- 
ping : fo that Sophia, who was 
afraid (he would not be able to 
overtake her friend, was obliged to 
hazard being feen by him, and fol- 
lowed Dolly with all the Ipecd fhc 
could. As foon as (he was near enough 
to be heard, fhe called out to her 
to ftay. Dolly ftopt, but was in 
£o much confufion at the thought 
of having been feen by Mifs Dara- 
ley, with her lover, that fhe had 
not courage to go and meet her. 
'' Ah, Mifs Dolly," faid Sophia 
fmiling, ** I have made*a difcovery; 
** but I do aflure you it was as ac- 
^* cidental as your meeting with 
** that handfome youth, who I find 
<* is your lover.** 

^' Yes, 



y Google 



if 



SOPHIA. 151 

- ** Yes, indeed/* replied Dolly, 
whofe face was covered with bluflies, 
" my meeting ^witli that young 
man was not deJfigned, at leaft on 
ray part : but furely you jeft, 
'* Mifs Darnley, when you call him 
** handfbme : do you really think 
*' him handfome ?" 

** Upon my word I do," faid So- 
phia ; ** he is one of the prettieft 
youths I ever faw; and if the 
profeffions of men may be re- 
lied on," added (he, with a figh> 
he certainly loves you ; but, rny 
dear Dolly, by what I could, 
learn from your converfation, he 
has not your father's confent to 
make his addreffes to you ; I was 
forry to hear that, Dolly, becaufe 
I perceive, my dear, that you 
like him." 
Dolly now held down her head, 
and bluflied more than before, but 
continued filent. ** Perhaps you 
H 4 '/ will 
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** will think me impertinent," re- 
fumed Sophia, ** for fpeaking fo 
** freely about your affairs ; b.ut I 
" love you dearly, Mifs Dolly."--- 
** And I,*' interrupted Dolly, 
** throwing one of her arms , about 
** Sophia's neck, and kiffing her 
** cheek, love you, Mifs Darnley, 
** better a thoufand times than ever 
** I loved any body, except my 
" father and mother and my fiP 
" ter." 

^* WeU, weU," faid Sopliia, ** I 
*^ won't difpute that point with you 
'• now ; but if you love me fo much 
•* a^ you fay, my dear Dolly, why 
/•* have you made a fecret of this 
** affair ? friends do not ufe to ^be fo 
*^ referved with each other.'* 

*' Perhaps," faid DoUy, finjiling 
a little archly, *' you have taught 
** me to be referved by your ex- 
** ample ; but indeed," added Ihe, 
^' with a graver look and accent, 

** I am 
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r** I am riot ivorthy to bie yotfir 
** confidatat;; you are my fupcrittr 
** m every thihg : It would be *jir4i» 
^' fumlpltkin rn mfe to defire to know 
<* yotir feerets." 

*^ You ihall know every thing 
*^ that concerns me," interrupted 
Sc^ia, ^* vrliich can be of ufe td 
'* you> and add weight t6 that ad^ 
/* vice I fhall take the liberty to give 
" you upon this occafion : I am far 
^f from being happy, my dear Dol- 
*^ ly, and I blufh to fay it ; it has 
•* been in the power of a deceitful 
^* man greatly to difturb my peace/* 

Sophia here wiped her charming 
eyes,' and Dolly who wept fympa- 
thetically for her, and for herfelf, 
exclaimed, ** Is there a man in the 
*^ world who could be falfe to you ? 
^* alas ! what have I to exped: ?" 

** Come, my dear," faid Sophia, 

** leading her to the root of a large 

*^ tree, let us fit down here, we 

He ^* fhall 
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•• fhall not be called to fupper yet> 
♦* you have time enough to give me 
^* fome account of this young man, 
f* whom I fhould he glad to find 
•* worthy of you : tell me how 
^' your acquaintance began, and 
•* what are your father's reafons 
** for forbidding your correlpon- 
" dcnce/* 
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CHAP. XIL 

T'ie Beginning of a very Jimple 
Story. 

DOLLY, though encouraged by 
the fweet condefcenfion of So- 
phia, who, to iiilpire her with con- 
fidence, freely acknowledged the 
fituation of her own heart, blufhed 
fo much, and was in fiich apparent 
confufion, that Sophia was con- 
cerned at having made her a requeft 
which gave her fo much pain to 
comply with. 

At length the innocent girl, 
looking up to her with a baihful 
air, faid, ^* I (hould be afhamed, 
^* dear mifs, to own my weaknefs 
** to you, if I did not know that 
** you are too generous to think the_ 
** worfe of me for it : to be fure I 
^* have a great value for Mr. 
^ . - H 6 " William ; 
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** William ; but I was not fo foolifh 
•* as to be taken with his. hand- 
** fomenefs only, tho* indeed he is 
** very handibme, and I am de- 
*^ lighted to £nd that you think 
*^ him fo; but Mr, William, as my 
*' father can tell you, madam, is a 
*' very fine fcholar : he was edu- 
" cated in a great fchool at London^ 
** and there is not a young fquirc 
^^ in all this country who has half 
" his learning, or knows how to 
*^ behave himfelf fo genteely as he 
*^ does, though his father is but a 
*' farmer : howeVer, he is rich, and 
** he has but one child befides Mr* 
** William, and that is a fickly 
** boy, and not likely to live ; fo 
** that Mr. William, it is thought^ 
" will have all." . - 

. *^ I fhould imagine then,'* faid 
Sophia, ^^ that this young man 
^' would not be a bad match fpr 
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^' Abad^^tch!" implied Doll^f^ 
fighing : ** no certainly ; but his 
" aunt looks higher for him : y^t 
^^ there was a tkne when fbe was 
*^ wdiL enough ple&ii^ With his 
'\ liking toe/' 

*' What i^ his iunt/' faid Sophi*^ 
'* and how does it happen that (he 
*^ has any . authority over him V* 

** Why ycMt muft know, m^*- 
** dam/' anfwered Dolly^ *^ that his 
** aunt is very rich ^ when fhe wias^ 
**^ a young lyoman, a great lady 
*^ took a fancy to her, and kept her 
** as her companion a great m^y 
** years, and when flie died, fhe left 
**^ her all her cloaths and jewels, and 
** a prodigious deal of money : fhe 
** never would marry, for fhe was 
** crofTed in love they fay in her 
*^ youth, and that makes her fo 
** ill-natured and fpiteful, I believe^ 
** to young people ; but notwith- 
** {landing that> I canhot help lov- 

'' ing • 
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^' ingher, becaufe flie was always 
*^fo fond of Mr. William : iheis 
** his god-mother, and when he 
** was about ten years old (he fent 
*^for him to London, and declared 
** fhe would provide for him as her 
f^ own ; and indeed fhe aAed like 
** a mother towards him : fhe put 
*^ him to ichool, and maintained 
•* him like a gentleman ; and when 
*^ he grew up, fhe would have made 
*^ a gentleman of him ; for fhe had 

. *^ a great defire that he fhould T)e 
^* anofHcer. 

*' Mr, William at that time was 
** very fond of being an officer too 5 
*^ but as he was very dutiful and 
'* obedient to his father, (indeed 
** Mifs Sophia he is one of the beft 
^' young men in the world,) he 
'* defired leave to confult hinx 
*^ firfl,; fo about a year ago he 

. ^' came to vifit his father, and has 
^ never been at London fince j and 

'' he 
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^' he had not been long in ths 
** country before he changed his 
«« mind as to being an officer, and 
" declared he would be a fanner like 
^< his father, and live a country 
^' life." 

'* Ah Dolly," faid Sophia fmil- 
ing, ** I fufped: you were the caufe 
^* of this change, my friend." 

^^ Why indeed," replied Dolly, 
•* he has fince told me fo : but 
*' perhaps he flattered me when he 
^* faid it ; for, ah my dear Mifs, I 
*^ remember what you faid juft now 
** about the deceitfulnefs of men, 
*' and I tremble left Mr. William 
** fhould be like the reft." 

*^ Well, my dear," interrupted 
Sophia, *^ go on with your ftory ; 
** I am impatient to know when 
** you faw each other firft, and how 
^^ your acquaintance began." 

** You know, madam," faid Dol- 
ly, ** my father keeps us very re- 

«* tired; 
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** tired : I liad no 6ppolrtunity 6f 
^^ feeing Mr. Williflm but' at 
«* charch ; we had iR&fd that far*- 
•* mcr Gibbons had a fine fon comfe 
** fiwn London, and the Sunday af- 
** terwards when we wefe at 
^' church, ihy filler, who is a giddy 
wild girl, as you know, kept 
ftaring* about, in hopes of feeing 
him. At lail jfhe pulled me hdlli- 
ly, ahd whifpercd, lcx)k, look, 
Dolly, there is farmer <5ibbonS 
juift come in, and I am fure he 
*' has g6t his London fon with 
«* him, fee what a handfdme young 
** man he is, and how gfentedy he 
•' is dreil ! 

«* Well, madam^ I looked up, 
** and to be fare I met Mr. Wil- 
** liam's eyes full upon me j I felt 
*' my face glow like fire 5 for aS 
** foon as I looked upon him, he 
** made me a low bow. My fifler 
5* courtefied i but for my part, I 
'- '' don't 
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'* don't know whether I courtcficd 
^* or not : I wjs never fo confufed 
" in my life, and during tjie whole 
*^ time we were at church, I fcarce 
" ever durft raife my eyes ; for I 
'* was fure to find Mr. William 
'* looking into our pew." 

'* I fuppofe you was not diipleaf^ 
'' ed with him," faid Sophia, " for 
** taking fo much notice of you ?" 

" I do not know whether I was 
*^ or not," replied Dollys " but! 
^* know that I was in a ftrange ccyi- 
^* fufion during all church-time; 
<* yet I obferved that Mr. William 
<^ did not go out when the jeft &£ 
'« the congregation did, but ftaid 
** behind, whifch made my fifter 
^^ laugh, for he looked foolifh 
** enough ftanding alone. But he 
*^ ftaid to have an opportunity of 
'^ making us another bow ; for it 
^* is my father's cuftom, as fpon asr 
*^ he has jiifiaaiffed the people, to 

«* como 
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** come into our pew and take us 
" home with him. I never fhall 
*• forget how refpeftfuUy Mr. 
** William faluted my father as 
** he paiSed him. I now made 
** amends for my former negka 
** of him, and returned the bow 
** he made me with a very low 
^* courtefy, 

'^ Fanny and I talked of him all 
*• the way home : I took delight in 
** hearing her praife him ; and al- 
'* though' I was never ufed to dif- 
" guife my thoughts before, yet 
" I knew not how it was, but I 
^* was afhamed to fpeak fo freely of 
^* him as fhe did, and yet I am fure 
^* I thought as well of him." 

** I dare fay you did," faid So- 
phia, fmiling ; ** but my dear," 
purfiied {he in a graver accent, 
** this was avery fudden impreflion. 
** Suppofe this young man whofe 
** perfon captivated you fo much, 

^' had 
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" had been wild and diflblute, as 
** many young njen are; how would 
** you have excufed yourfelf for that 
** early prejudice in his favour, 
** which you took in fo readily at 
^* your eyes, without cohfulting your 
«* judgment in the leaft ?" 
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CHAP, XIII. 

Dolfy continues btr Story ^ 

DOLLY, fixing her bafhful 
looks on the ground, remained 
filent for a moment ; then fighing, 
anfwered, ** I am fure if I had not 
*' believed Mr, William good and 
*' virtuous, I fhould never have 
*' liked him, though he had been 
*• a hundred times handfomer than 
*' he is ; but it was impoffiblc to 
*' look on him and think him 
*' otherv^ife ; and if you had ob- 
" ferved him vsrell, Mifs Darnley, 
** his countenance Jias fo much 
** fw?etnefs and candor in it, as 
** my father once faid, that you 
** could not have thought ill of 
•' him/' 

** It is not always fafe," faid So- 
phia, fighing likewife, *^ to truft to 

ii ap* 
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<^ appearancies : men's adions as 
" well as their looks often deceive 
'* u$ ; and you muft allow^ my dear 
^* Dolly, that there is danger in 
** thefe fudden attachments; but 
** whfin did you fee this pretty youth 
«* again ?" 

** Not till the next Sunday,'* 
replied Dolly j ** and though you 
'^ fhould chide me never fo mi^chf 
** yet I muft tell you that this 
** feemed the longeft week I ever 
•* knew in my life, I did not doubt 
" but he would be at church again^ 
*' and I longed impatiently for 
^* Sunday, At laft Sunday came ; 
^« we went with my father as ufual 
*' to church, and would you be- 
« lieve it, Mifs Darnley, though I 
*^ wifhed fo much to fee Mr. Wil-^ 
** liam, yet now I dreaded meeting 
^^ him, and trembled fo when I 
*' came into churi:h, that I was 
^* obliged to take hold of Fanny 

to 
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*« to keep me from falling. . She 
«* foon difcovered him, and pulled 
** me in order to make me look 
*^ up : he had placed himfelf in our 
** way, fo that we pafled clofe by 
** him. He made us a very low 
^* bow, and my mother, who had 
«* not feen him before, fmilei and 
^* Jooked extremely pleafed with 
•^ him; for to-be fure. Madam, fhe 
** could not help admiring him. 

** Well, I was very uneafy all 
^« the time we were in church ; lor 
<* Fanny whifpered me that my 
** fweet-heart," for fo ihe called 
Mr. William, ^' minded nothing but 
«* me. This made me blufli excef- 
^ fively, and I was afraid my mo- 
** ther would take notice of his 
•* flaring arid my confufion ; fo that 
** (heaven forgive me) I was glad 
** when the fermon was ended. 
** He made us his ufual compliment 
** at our going out, but I did riot 

'' look 
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*' look up : however, I was impati- 

*/ cnt to be alone with Fanny, that 

V I might talk of him, and in the 

** evening we walked towards the 

** Park. Juft as we had placed 

^* ourfelves under a tree, we faw a 

** fine dreft: gentleman, a vifiter of' 

** the Squire's as we fuppofed, 

**. coming up to us : upon which 

^* we rofe and walked homewards j 

" but the gentleman followed us, 

'* and coming clofe to me, flared 

*' impudently under my hat, and 

/' fwearing a great oath, faid I was 

^* a pretty girl, and he would have 

" a kifs. Fanny feeing him take 

** me by the arm, fcreamed aloud ; 

*' but I, pretending not to be 

*' frightened, though I trembled 

*^ fadly, civilly begged him to let 

'* me go. He did not regard what 

*V I fcid, but was extremely rude : 

" fo that I now began to fcream as 

** loud as F^nny, ftruggling all the 

*< time 
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^ tim€ ta get from hiim, but in 
*^ -vnin,' and ndw' i?s4io (hould come 
^ to my atSlfestofee Iwit Mr.' Willi- 
^< aiA :- Ifaw-4iim ffying aCTbfs^ a 
<>^ field, and my heart told me- it 
<• wa^ he,, before ha came near 
«* enough for me takAowWm/' 
i *^ A$^ foon* as Faiiny jJcrcelved 
« him> fhe ran to him, and-begged 
** him to help me; but htfdid not 
<^ need intreaty j he flew^ Kke a 
** bird to the place where I* wa&, 
*< and left Fanny far behind. The 
^* rude gentleman bad him begone, 
^* and threatened him fevcrely ; for 
*< he had taken the hand I had at 
«« liberty, which L gladly gave him, 
^^ and infifted upon his letting me 
«< go : and now, my dear Mifs 
^< Darnley, all my fears were for 
** him, for the gentleptian declared 
•« that if he did not go about his 
«< bufinefs, he would run him 
^« dirough the body, and adlually 

** drew 
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^ drcwhisfwor4;li)io^fetl(hould 
** have 4kd at that terrible %ht| 
** my fiftcr run towards home crying 
^^ like one dillraded ; aad as for 
" me, though the man had let go 
** my hand, and I mi^t h^ye rim 
** away, yet I could not bear to 
** leave Mr* William to the mercy 
*^ of that ciruel wretch ; and I did 
** what at another time J[ (hould 
** h^ bluihed tohaye done. I took 
** his hand a®d pulled him with 
f* all my force away ; but he, en* 
^^ raged at being called puppy by 
'* the gentleman, who.cQntinued 
" fwearing, that he wo]ij|iW[o ,^im 
^* a mifchicf, if he ^d not leave, 
*V the platfe^ begged me to make f|ie 
^* beft of my way homei ^^nd 
f^ turning furioufly to him who was 
brandiihing his fword about, he 
knocked him dow]^ with one 
ftroke of a cudgd which he 
fortunately had in his hand. 
Vol. L ^ I '' and 
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*^ and ftiatchiiig . his .fword froni 
^^ bim, lie thucwi ituartfong^.thd 

". f^« upon my* wf)rdr/^fattjd>S?^hia) 
•*f your Wilikumfs character lifei 
*^' upon me every flicomQiit^: ithis 
*^^ was a' very gfclUnt a(3^|i^)4«d I 
•^ dd Ti6t wondorat your Jikisg him 

**- now/' • ' / 1 . ^'r.^ ), r • 

^* Ah, Mifs (cried Dolly) ^ if 
** you had feen' how |ie looked s 
'* when he came backf to :itte^ if 
<* you had heard the fine things-/ he 

** faid Well, you may imagine 

** I thanked him for the kindnefs 
** he had done me, and he proteft- 
•* €d he would with pleaftire lofe 
*^ his life formyiak^. I thittk I 
^' could have liftcned to him fot 
^** ever;^ but now my father ap- 
J^^ peared in fight. My fitter had 
" alarmed him greatly witla her ac'^ 
•^ count of what had happened, and 
^* he was coming haftily to my af- 
i^ ^* fiftance^ 
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itflance;- followed by; my mother 
*^'feiv| $fi. the family. As foom as 
** we perceived them coaahi^' we 
**^^i|fajiQiddl^ oui»i(p«ce7> for^vt had 
" walfc^d *. i v^ry flowly ' hitherto : 
f^ thcn^it:^wa» that Mr.^ William, 
^* '«^arhaA>:nc«:^fa? fa plaiirly be- 
*^ tt)«e;46ldmt how^iioMch: he loved 
** me, and begged I would give 
** him leave to fee me fomctimes. 
'* I replieid,; that depended upon my 
^ i^ihtery ajid . thi^ was ; prudent, 
^'Jwfc^itrnot,^*my dear Mifa Darn- 
«.leyifv ."'.-'. V 

'^ J^idced it wasr * anfwered So- 
phiai '*5 but what faid your lover?'* 
c^ I *** He %hed. Madam," r(tfumed 
DdHy, *f an^di Md he ■ was^ afraid 
*^ my= father woi^id not think him 
** worthy -of me: he owned he 
« wasj-li^otherwife worthy of me 
^^thlm: fi-om the grrat aiFe<ftion he 
^^'bore^me, and <hen-^-But here I 
I 2 •* fear 
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^ , a84 pf KMps lAmt^ wev*' 

DoUy, *V he^^^ foqk B^y^ irtnd *«nd 
V ki0ed it % t^uf^od tiln«9&;>and 
« tb?' I dH^U :€»uldta*)e,^6weto 
*< pull it awiy^i yet.JWi>|[palir{not 
** part widb it, till my;64h6r>*was 
*« fo near that hcswos afi-aii he 
** Avould obfcrvc himi and .ihtn 
^* he let it go, and beggc4 »»*»•« 
^ whifper, not tp hate him^,:' JJlefe 
^* me, A^hat a ftrange reqi^eft^tbat 
** .was, Mifs Darnley ! howf oQuld I 
^' hate Gtte to whom I had been £6 
" greatly obliged 1 I vra»mf^ to 
** burftintoteaf&alitihj^vciythQlfght, 
•* and toW hmtlwis^^uirom 
^ hating him, that*--- f~^ 

^' Pray go on, my dear {faiiSo^ 
*^ phia) obf^^g fliehefttatfldtan* 
«« was iilcntV' 

<« I told 
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" I tdd'4iiby'9V4ttdaiA'r*flitfliied 

'" l»fia5^pofCif' .fwdS«>pH?a,."''yGtt 
f« gav* him ife* uttdepftind- that tt 
.«> TVrtte ^J-ln ' Jgikktide! -fcr the f«rV,ite 

f. "-id6>i^b*"fui«," <aid'DoBy>;"I 
** jjuritiathat Ught Well I am 
** ^ad^ you approve of my bchavi- 
**Mottiy MJ&^^avrileyj it, as I was 
^slfellirifi^ow, mf father- caime up 
^ito osi' anAdiankodMr. Wffliam 
*' forlwwibg refcued hl6 daughter 5 
^* he then afltcd him what he had 
** done wijth the rude fellow ? Mr. 
<«'tWiliiam t€id hini he had given 
** him a lucky ftrokc with his.eud- 
** gel, which made him meafurc 
"his length on the grotmd j but," 
■»< fttid he (iaad fure that fhcwed 
** cxcefiivc good nature) I hope I 
f*'bave not hurt him much :" . 
" • >• . I 2 « My 
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• ^* My father fai4^e "teQuld? go 

♦* ^and.fce^:- and thm/ ibajctng^lMn 

*f WilBato1oim%'/by ilic Jbbnifcl he 

** called hibi abiave.gcduth, )itmi 

^* faid he hoped, they lihoirfd:! be 

** better. acquainted^?4-Qh ^.ihow 

** glad was I ^ hear him fay fo: 

** My mother .too was vaftlyiioivil 

*' to him > and as fjw: ; Fannyy I 

*^ thought fhe would have ;hugged 

'* him, fhe was fo pleafcd with 

^^ him fox his^kindnefs to me. 

** My mother infiikd upon :hh 

** ftaying to drink tea with us*, 

^* and as foon as my father came 

•*' back, we all went -in _ toge- 

'< then" 

*^ Pray what- became of /the 
poor vanquished knight i" faid 
Sophia, fmiling. , . 

^ t)h, I forgot to tell you/* rei- 

fumed Dolly, *' that my &ther 

** faid he faw him creq)ing along 

*^ as if he was forely bruifed with 

^ / - ** hii 
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'\ hi^.fall, fdppwtingiMinfclfi With 
♦ilNhis^ifwitdi vrfiiiii Itifeemsilienhati 

ffnaiojltvoijfeyviaiid.; Mtl SWWiattl 

W^cjfitadah/ heiftaudiJWfida usJtiii the 
5'ofev^iigj A i wftsii pi^lty ■: iaijti .^d-v 
^^j^KiUjdtiii aud then.jm}? Jajhct ac>i 
I' cprapainiedi hianjpart pfthls .way 
*♦ Jjpmei.andiat parting, laig. fee told 
'* us, dofifed tOi fee him often; a ** 
^ He .was not -backward j ycai 
*< ma^T'liJC fiu:e, in CQmjpl)ring . liVith 
** his.requieft: .he came fo^ ofteni 
*f thatt^^ny father was fuxprifcd ; and 
^* befide%- my fifter and I fcJtrce 
f^ ever went out to walk b\xV we 
*A ( inetphim .; jfe that .one wauW have 
K .imagined he iived in , thdf .fields 
** about our houfe. My mother 
«' at laft fufpe6led:.the .truthi, and 
** queftioned noe about ^him, and 
f* . ' I. . told- . hec . all th$,t he. had ey er 
f* faid to nie^ and not long after- 
I 4 wards 
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<* wards he took *an oppot^tunky tc> 
^^ o^jfcn hisiicart to my fatMr^nind < 
«< aikcd his permifiioiy ta wiafcerlhU 
«« addrtffes: to «!€.>' With 4ich 
<* modefty and- good fenfe hefpake> 
*< that my father was extremely 
«« pleafed with him : buttoid *hifn 
" that he muft jCXMifmte his friends, 
«* . and know whether liicy ap^bved 
k^ of it, and them, he would v«»fi- 
•* , der of lyspropofah Mn William^ 
f^ as he afterwards tbW me, wrote to 
•* his aunt 'firft; for he was well 
^' afiiired thit his father wpidd agree 
^* to any thing which fhe thought 
^r for bis advantage- ^ 

" He had & very favoiwable an- 
*^ fwer from Mps>.- Gibbons, forihc 
** had changed her mind alfo> with 
** regard to his being an ofiieer, zs 
** war was then)telked of ; and (he 
** was afraid of his being fent 
^< abroad. He Shewed me her let- 
^^ ter, and flie told him in it^ that 

fince 
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** fince he was, r^blved to icttltf 
K^iin ib^*comAr^^{h^,apptovsd' of 
'^•h^' liurrjingty' ! r^nd i wa^. glad 
-ft i«e haAr liotr.fikfcd-his affbaions 
^ iipani £bmc homcfpun farmer's 
^ dai^feter^ hut had chofen a gen- 
*' flewoman, and one who was 
^ well brought :up;. She added, 
^ .thitf^e inteMted tb ccane into 
^ the coamtiy, in a few weeks ^ 
^^ and if fhe facind ihe young lady 
^< (fi>£he<jaHed laie) anfwepqd his 
^ Jfifctipftioay (he:'M^ald:haftcn:thtf 
" marriage, and fettle us 'hand-^ 
** fomely.— -Oh ! how pleafed was 
*^ I with this letter, and how did 
'' it rejoice Mr. William !" 

** I fhould never have done, were 
*^ I to tell you all the tender things 
*< he faid to me. Mr. Gibbons, 
^* at his fon's defire, came to my 
'J^fjttljcr^ and begged him to give 
** his \Jonfent, which he obtain^ed ; 
*/ for my father had well confidered 
I 5 '^ the 
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^ the affair before: and nothing 
*' was MPp)ting |bnt Mrs. .<yibbon']s^ 
** arrival to make u$ aU happy. 
*^ Mr. William tfeought w<?l7^hi^ 
** an age till fhef^apic^ and prcft her 
continually: in his letters to hafleft 



her journey*. \ • i >» O O CT 



U 

*f ' Alas I if hitYhad)fc«^o*riyAvhd 
^^ .was/ to ihappeii^ -hi wouU] licit 
^^ have beea {a impatient ^ijfcai<hast 
^^ after ibe canifi^ i all^ dbr . Sssa 
^ hopes were. fakfWd;^a!MbI(ilHai^ 

now nothing' t€t export ifaut;mifo^ 
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IJOOR Etolly was(3(bimppcQfled 
dv^lJK)gQlef^.wlidntjQi&Bia{m& ta 

tet^ i/I^eltseadct Saphia^ who ,wacs 
greatly aiS»fH:ed>witiiithaan^Hh (he 

ing art Jo comjEbit her. AndEKilly 
being ajitde cpmpofed, was going 
to continue ber ftory, when ihe faw 
her fiftcF Joofeing about for them ; 
Sophia ^«id {he immediately rofe up 
and joined Fannyt wha rallied 
them both uponk their fondnefs for 
lonely places ; but perceiving that 
Dolly had* been weeping, flie imr- 
mediately became grave, and ac^ 
commodated her looks and beha- 
1 6 viaur 
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vioar to the gendc mclaBcholy of 
her 'Met'.' ^ •; • ' > .-^» ^rii 

SopbH 'fVcira (iw iftatfe ,trfbdier 
otwr biAidi was \mt •<too^ ^ mucfc^if- 
pofed tb fymp^«ji«» %yith the lovo- 
fick Dolly : thefe foftening xsoriver- 
lktk>i^ Wei^eillrc^caiated.to^ailiilh 
frotfi ber romttmbraiicc^lflefieftDhr- 
who^ with all his MtBf AfedUil 
*k)ved,-' DoUy'« ftoidy a^^akeafid a 
thoiifaiK} tender ideas^ «nd rl^ddku 
to her memory eVery part -ofMSk 
Charles's condudt which- had jany 
refemblance to that of^the f^'drful 
and pafllbnate WiHiam^ : 

She dwelt with teiwter cegrerii^ 
on thefe pleagng im^si rland'j^r a 
while forgot how necei&ry It^sfras 
for her peace, to fiipprefe every 
thought of Sir Charles, that tended 
to leffen her juft refentmerit againft 
him* 

But, 
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But, good and pious ^ ihe was, 
the paflion flic could not wholly 
&bdt», {he regntiated by cea^ and 
-Hixtrik^pSo^, 0s an etmineiAt' Diviiie 
.fitytt ^^ Although it is' not in our 
^ipowncr to make afflidion no af- 
ffiifliAionj ytt we may take O0* the 
-^fedjg^ofit, %• a Acady- view of 
i*^.thofe ^vkie joy« prepared for 
Mius in anothfer ftate." 

h: vizi quite othcrwife with Sir 
SkfjEhoiAa: for the guilty, if un^ 
ltep|ty,iarc douWy foi bccaufe they 
ace depriwd of thofe refources of 
comfortv which the virtuous afefure 
to fkid in theoonibidufne^ of hav*^ 
ifigiafbcd well. 

(SiibGharles, upoa Ending his fet- 
tlement fent back-to him, in fuch 
a nianficr> ?as fhewed not only the 
moft obftinate- refolution to rged: 
his oifors, butalfo a fettled con- 
tempt for the oflferer, became a prey 

to 
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to the moft vioknt 'paffiiDOS z^^i^ 
gnu^ff. affbontoL prkbc^.loveniUiiwi* 
qllited,^ zadiiiiSBippsintsAhbfkfitop^ 
vasatcd^hknpby tufnsi^ noi^vi^is^fla:^ 
limfy \ndiioiit a plaice ia his vhdyot^; 
the chafte^ i3ie ii^araceat, .tiic^rcr*^ 
fetvecL Sophism became/fo^dnit^jr 
the tman^ >wh9' ia :vsalii attdki^tted t«^ 
corrapthcrr ia:tnie:it isj tUat-iii^ 
bertinifm gives ibch a cc^our to the 
anions of others/i as take^^awajt^ali 
diftimaion bctw«cn virtue aad tic^r 
JL/oye, he aqspoed^. is c-ekhapiiev 
warded .with a reciprooaLa&ifti^n^ 
or with an inward and ieoret con^ 
tempt ; therefore he imputed So* 
phia's rgedHon of hi$^,bffei^ no04i> 
her xli(approbaiti«ir of theiintent&qn 
of thcmy but to : want of afffisdion 
for his perfon ; and from her youth, 
and the tender fenfibility of her 
heart^i.he concluded, thatifinqe- he 
had failed in making an imprefiioo 
on it, it was already beftowed upon 
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daj^i^rii! one jv^hileuhe mMvudita 
.tbfipkiin£>/^aK)ce> of ka^.and i^pogg 

ft^Ti e¥cin, .hcujregrettedr his. i having. 

ti^eSiJbAsi paf]j(^n)^rai^%>rtedl him ibt 
f)ir»,> as to jQi^ke him think &rtoufl]f 
c^^offefmg hfcrihifi h^nd : Jtl^n ilart- 
ingfjit hifl^ iDwn /weakxijcfi, andap-j% 
prdaciriGKwt<)f itt4) icc^qacbcesp lie 
fpnghtMiMm h^^ againfl that 
teadernefk whiah iugg^fted ib mad 
a defi^i ; ky i^fle^tkig on her indif-f 
iorcQOG tgpsrar^^himy and ^apcouat-f ; 
k^jfinri it J^^ libck a ^mMiner.^ \ a& £x^ 
# |he ji»r^ft fti^gs of jeajouiy ia 
hisijmind. -.:y 

Thus various and peirplexed were 
his thcwghts and defigns; aiid he 
was incapiablp of rjcfolving upon any 
things . fjccept to fee her; and fo 

great 
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was his impatieiioe> that he would 
have fet oufc for Loindon tfee i»o-^ 
mcnt he received the fatal p^r, 
but decency would not permtt him 
to leave his UBcki who was lA a 
dying condition* and wi&ed only.l^ 
expire in his arms. !: c/jV" 

The pooprtan, hoWtYCi*, .Kng^-^ 
cd a week longer, -during whirivfiic 
Charles paffed fome of' the ixjoft 
melanchdy hours he iyad ever 
known ; at length his uhck's desth. 
, fcft himat liberty toreturto to Loti-: 
don> which he -did* iniWediaeslyf 
and alighted at Mrs.' I)amky*^ 
^oufe. ' Upon hearing .IheMnas at 
home, he did not (end in his i»me, 
but walked up ftairs witli^ a beating 
heart 5 he found Mr sv -Damld^ arid 
Harriot together, but not feeing the 
perfon whoni he only wifced to fee, 
he caft a nielancholy look rocmd die 
room, and anlwering, in a cotrfrffed 
and dejefted manner, the moC|^« 

exceffive 
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excaSSve p6iitends>" iin4' the cold 
cmJityj^f tht daughterv he thrcvf 
hii«(jfelf Intd a dh^'With a deep 
fighi ^todt w^iisiifilehi * / 

Sk^ mde!iir^j(^ompc{titc pleafed 
Mrs* Daraley as muoh as it mor^ . 
tified Harriot. A$ Ibr Sit* Chaarle^, 
pridaiindt'efefttmentisindered him. 
at itffl: from enqniriag : for Sc^hia j 
but hisr anxiety and imp^ence to 
hear of htty £oon prevailed o^rer all 
other confideratibiui ^ and though he 
«0faed for her with ati affedsed caro^ 
|l^efs> yet his 4Syes^ afidthe tone 
'oil^is voice betray^ him. 
'. Mrs. Darnley told him, that ihe 
was gone into the x:oulitty : " Very 
^* much againft iny inclinaition,'* 
faid jfhe : " but Mr. Htrbert,rwh6 
** you know. Sir, has great power 
^^ over her, more I think than I 
^» hme, would have it fo." 

Sir Charles grt^ing pale as deaths 
replied, in great emotion, *« What ! 

** gone 
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.*' gone into the country ? Where is 
*• jfhc gone ? to whom ? why did 
*• ftie go? /Agaitift your 'iWclina- 
*' tlon, did yori fay. Madam ^ 'what 
** could poffibiy induce her to tliis ? 
** You furprize me exceffivdy." 

Harriot, who did riot chuie id'be 
prefeiit at die explanation of* thiis 
affair, now rofc up, and went but 
of the room, fmiling farcafticaHy, 
as (he paffcd by Sir Charles, arid 
bridling with all the triumph -of 
confciousf beauty. He, wha ^s 
in a bad humour,, beheld htt ^m' 
not only with indifftfrince but coV 
tempt, which he fuffered to appear ^ 
pretty plain in his countenance ; for 
he thought it but juft to mortify her 
for her ill ufage of her fifter, v^Oh^ 
out confidering that he himielf was 
far more guilty, ift that refpe6t, 
towards the imiable • Sophiai- &6d 
<;qually defervcd to be h^ed '%y 
her. 

Whea 
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' Wh^Hamdt^ was; gone, Mrs. 
D^i^Y^ini^^^tly/^^^wcd the con- 
v^fj^^J^ jconcerping. Sophia; and 
&^^g tjhat^ ^l;^e yo^^haronet lifl4 
cfxc^.tq h^r, with eg^gej:.. attention, 
fhe g^ve hina a fujl account, of aU 
U)^^5|i^^,,happei^ 4wihg >i§ ab^ 

ii)g, followed infplk:^ly th^ difpc- 
tiqns of Mf* Herbert, wliom; fhe 
called . a bufy, meddling, officious, 
ojd ip^mXx ^d as ^the; behaviour of 
het daughter^, at jier gping away* 
^ave fufHcfipnt ,pooua tp bqlieye^ ^h^t 
her h^-^t fuf&red greatly by the ef-^ 
fort fhe made,, fhe dweU \ipon every 
ciffunaflance .that tended, to fhew 
thej 99ncern fljej^jyasi under ^ ^d did 
not fgruple to e?f aggerate, w|iefe fh^ 
thought i|: would, be pleafing. ^ 

Sir Charles, though he inwardly 
j^joicqd at what he heard^ yet dif^ 
ftmH^^^ ^^ well* tlxat .no lign? of 
it appeared in his copntenance. He 

now 
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now feemed to liften with much 
indifFercncc, and coldly faid. He was 
forty Mifs Sophia would not permit 
hin to make her eafy. 
* The tranqmllity he a£Feaed> a* 
larmed Mrs. Darnky : (he who was 
ever ready to judge by appeai?in!ces> 
concluded that all was over, and 
that the baronet was irrecoverably 
loft; but had her judgment been 
more acute, flic would have per- 
ceived, that he was ftill deeply in- 
terefted in every thing that related 
to Sophig. The queftions he nik- 
ed were not fuch a« curiofity . fug- 
gefts, but; the tender anxiety of 
doubting love. Mrs. Darnley in- 
formed him of all he wiflied to 
hear; Sophia had indeed fled from 
him, but not without rclud:ance 
and grief: fhe was at pfefent re- 
moved from his fight, but (he was 
removed to fiknce and folkude ; 
Hu^d (he carHed with her a fond itn- 

preffion. 
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preffion, which folitiide would not 
fail to increafe. - 

Thus fatisfied, he put aji end to 
his vifit, with all injagio^le com-* 
pofure, leaving Mrs. Darnley in 
doubt;^ whether {he ihould ibe hina 
again^^and more enraged than ever 
with ]^. Herbert, whofe fatal coun-» 
ieh hi4 overthrown all her hopes. 



CH A P> 



y Google 



JI90 SOPHIA. 



C H A,P,. XV. ^ 

i)^/^ nitefs her Lov& unexpiSieiify^ 

IT was not long before Sophia 
had an account of Sir -Ghiiri^& 
Vifit fforti her'^ittoaiW;'Uhc?,^fer-^ 
getting the part fhc had'a<act! be- 
fore, wrote her a lettei- full of in- 
veftives againft her obftinacy and 
difobedience, and bitter upbraid- 
ings of her folly, fbrlofmg by' Ret' 
ill-timed pride the heart of fbcfr a 
man as Sir Charles. 

She told her, with a kind of ex- 
ultation, that, he had ehtircl^ 'f6r--' 
gotten her, and' re]f)eated feVeiy eiF-i 
cumftance of his behaviour ^^fiile' 
he was with her, and every worxl he 
had.fppke, as all tending to fheW 
Iris indifierence ; but thbugh ^' this 
was done to mortify Sophia^^^nd' 
make her repent of her precipitate 

depar- 
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departure, yet her difcernment, 
and that facility which lovers have, 
in flattering their own wifbes, 
pointed out to her many things 
in this minute relation, which 
ferved rather to nourifli hope than 
deftroy it. ,, , , . ; 

Mrs,,rParnlqy^. I^dedi as. the. fi- 
nifhing ilrols^e^ r.th^. Sir . Charles 
looked pale and thin ; /he attribut- 
ed this alteration in his health to 
efFort&he Jiad. madf.to hanifh her 
from his heart, and thence, inferred 
that a refolution which . had coft 
him fb much trouble to confirm, 
would not be eafily broke through; 
and that £he hjad no reafon to ex- 
pert he, would ey^r defire to fee 
her more. 

Sopjbia could not read th'i§ part 
of the letter without tears, teai* 
that flowed from tender feniibility, 
accompanied with a fenfation which 
was neither ^rief n^r joy> but com- 

pofed 
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pofed of both : that . Sir C3iarles 
ihouldreiyve to forget her was in^ 
deed afflifting, hut that this refo-* 
lution fl^ould coft him ilruggles fo 
painful as to aSkO: his healthy could 
not but rai^ her^ deprdfed hopes^ 
fince it ihewed the difficulty of the 
attempt, and cottfe$pently that the 
fucccfs was doubtfuL 

This letter gave fo much employ-* 
ment to her thoughts, that to be at 
liberty to indulge them Ihe took 
her evening walk without Ibllicit'-^ 
Ing the company of her beloved 
Dolly, and wandered far into tire 
wood, attra^ed by thofe romantic 
fhades which atford fudb Ibothing 
pleaiiire to a love-fick mind. Here^^ 
while fhe meditated on her mo^er^ 
letter, and read it over and oter, 
ilill feeking, and ftill finding ibme« 
thing new in it to engage hier^ at- 
tention, flic heard the voices, of 
fome perfons , talking ^behind her, 
2 ' and 
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and fuddenly recolleding Dolly's- 
adventure, {he began to be alarmed 
dt the diftance to which fhe had 
ttnwariiy ftrayed, and turned her 
fteps haftily towards home. 

Mean time a fudden guft of wind 
blew off her hat, and carried it fe- 
vera! paces back : fhe turned, m 
order to recover it, and faw it takea 
up^ by a genteel young man, who 
on a neater approach (he knew to 
b6 the lover of her young friend. 
Pleafed at this encounter, fhe ad- 
vanced to receive h^r hat from 
him, which he gave her with a 
blufhing grace^ awed by the dignity 
©fher mein, and that fparkling in- 
t^fgence Whi<ih beamed in her 
^ycs, and feemed to penetrate into 
his inmbfl: foul ; for So^ia, who 
was deeply intereiled for her inno- 
cent and unhappy friend, confider- 
ed bim attentively, and Was defi- 
rous of entering into fome conver-? 

. Vol. I. K fation 



y Google 



1 94 S 6 P H I A. 

iation with him, that fhe fnight%c 
enabled to form a more exadt ju^g^ 
ment of his tindefftanding • feirid 
manners than fhe could froih the 
accounts of the partial-Dolly. 

While (he was talking to him 
they were joined by an aacient gen- 
tlewoman, who accofting Sophia, 
tpld her in an affedted ftyle and for- 
fiial accent, that her nephew was 
very happy in having had an oppor- 
tunity to do her this little piece of 
fervice. 

- Sophia, who faw an old woman, 
apparently oppreft with the infirmi- 
ties pf years, dreft in all the ridi- 
culous foppery of the laft age, was 
fo little pleafed with her, that flie' 
would have anfwered this compli- 
ment with great coldnefs, had not 
the defire and hope of being fer- 
viceable to her friend n\jide her 
conquer her growing difguft ; ihe 
therefore refolved to improve this 

oppor- 
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^portunity of commencing an ac* 
quaintance with the aunt of young 
William, and met her advances 
with her ufual 'fweetnefs and afFa^ 
bility, fo that the old woman was 
quite charmed with her ; and be- 
ing very defirous to gain her good 
opinion, and to fhew her breeding, 
of which fhe was extremely vain, 
overwhelmed her with troublefome 
ceremony! and, to.difplay her un* 
derftanding, of which fhe was e- 
qually proud, murdered fo many 
hard words, thit her difcourfe was 
Icarcely intelligible. 
. Sophia would £ain have drawn in 
the youth to partake of their con- 
verfatiori, but his aunt's vplubility 
left him very little to Giy ; yet in 
that . little Sophia though* flbe dif- 
covered both gopd ienfc and polite- 
nefs. (X , 

- The evening being now pretty far 
advanced, Sophia thought it time 
K 2 to 
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to feparatc, and took leave of her 
new acquaintance. Their parting 
yt:is protraded by fo many courte- 
fies and compliments* from the o3d 
lady, that her patience 'was ahnoiib 
wearied out; at laft fhe got free 
from her, and quickened her pace 
towards home, when on a fudden 
fhe heard her in a tremulous voice 
calling out, /' Madam^ madam, pray 
*^ ftop one momenta" Sophia look- 
ed back, and feeing Mrs. Gibbons 
come tottering up to her with more 
%ecd than was confiftcnt with her , 
weaknefs, fhe met her half way, and 
fmiling, afked her why fhe had 
turned back. 

" Oh^ madam," replied fhe> I 
" am ready to fink with confufion I 
what a J(fl/!M in good breeding 
have I committed ! to be fure you 
will think I have been ufed to. 
converfe with favages only J' So- 
phia^ 



<i 
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jMa, not able to guefs what this 
speech tended to, looked at Mr. 
Gibbons as if fhc wilhed for an 
explanation* 

" My aunt, madam/* faid the 
youth, (blufl^ng a little at the old 
woman's afFedation,) ** ii concern- 
•« ed that you flaould walk . home 
^* alone, and that I caAnot offer 
** my fcrvice to attend you, being 
•*' obliged to lead her, as you fee." 

** That is not all, nephew," faid 
the ceremonious gentlewoman : 
** you do not tell the young lady 
-** the true caufe of the dUemnia I 
*^ am in : I would not leave you, 
'* madam," purfued fhe, " till I 
." faw you fafe home, but you liye 
** with a family who has aifronted 
** me, and I cannot endure to come 
'f within fight of the houfe. I ne- 
<* ver can forgive an ajflFront, that 
^* would be to fhew I do not un- 
** dcrftand the laws of good breed** 
K 3 '' ing : 
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*' ing : but I thank heaveh no body 
** can charge me witii that, I was 
^* very early inftituUd inta polite 
** life ; but fome people are not to 
" hQ afeffed withr 

" I hope/* faid Sophia, (ifcarce 
able to compofe her countenance 
to any tolerable degree of feriouf^ 
nefs) •^ that none of Mr. Lawfon'$ 
•* family have givea you caufe of 
*' complaint:- they feem to me in*- 
** capable of affronting any one,. 
'* much more a perfon that" 

*' Oh, dear madam," interrupted 
the old lady, courteiying lovr, <* you 
^ do me a great deal of honour ; 
*' but you v^ill find, nay you muft 
^^ have obferved already,, that Mrs^. 
** Lawfon is vulgar,, very vulgar, 
" /he knows nothing of decorums.^ 

"I am veuy iorry for rfiis mif^ 
** underftanding betweea you," faid 
Sophia, '< and I fhould think it a 
** veiy great happinefe if I could 
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^ be any way ufeful ia renewing 
^* your friendfhip." 

" Oh," cried Mrs. Gibbons, 
/* you might as well think of join- 
** ing the Antipoles, madam, as of 
** bringing us together again ; and 
** I am grieved beyond meafure 
" when I think that it is impoflible 
" for me to wait on you^" 

" However," anfwered Sophia, 
*^ yoa will have no objeftion, I 
" hope, to my coming to fee you." 

'^^ Oh ! I muft not admit of that 
** by any means, madam," replied 
Mr^, Gibbons^ ^' you came . lail 
** into the country^ and you are 
« entitled to the firil vifit , I would 
" not for the world break through 
'* the laws of politenefs ; I am 
" forry you have fo indiiferent aa 
" opinion of my breeding." 

Sophia perceiving that the ol4 

gentlewoman was a little difcom- 

. . K 4 pofe.V 
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pofcd, for this article of good breeds 
ing was a tender point with her, 
ccndeavoured to bring her iato good 
humour, by fome well-timed com- 
pliments, and once more took leave 
of her; but Mrs. Gibbons now in- 
lifted upon her nephew -s feeing her 
fefe home, faying, *^ She would 
** reft herfelf under a tree till he 
*' came back/* 

Sophia but faintly declined this 
civility, for fhe feared to offend 
her again ; and the joy that fpark- 
led in Willi^nr^'s eyes wJien his 
aunt made this offer of his attendr 
ance, made her unwilling ^o diiap- 
point him of the hope of feeing his. 
miftreis ; fo after much ceremony 
on the part of Mrs. Gibbons, they 
Separated. - 

As they walked, SopJ;iia took Qf> 

' caiion to exprefs her. concern for 

the violeht refentment his aunt ha^ 

-\ ■ -^ . en- 
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entertained againft Mr. Lawfon's 
famfly, and which fecmed to make 
a reconciliation hopelefs. 

The youth told her, that nothing 
could be more trivial than the ac- 
cident that had occafioncd it; 
'« and yet," purfued he, fighing 
deeply, ** flight as it is, the con- 
*' fequences are likely to be fatal 
** enough."* 

During their converfation Sophia 
diicovered fo much good fenfe and 
^licacy of fentiment in the young 
William,, that fhe more than ever 
pitied the fate of thefe poor lovers,, 
whofe happinefs waa facrificed to 
ihe capricious temper of an affe<a:- 
^d old woman : (he affured him (he 
would negleft no opportunity to 
improve hw acquaintance with his 
aunt : •* And perhaps," faid fhe, 
with an inchanting fmile^ th^ 
•cxprefled th^ benevolence of her 
heart, ** I may befo foctuiate ^ 
- K ^ "to 
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" to effedt a reconciliation betwecir 
** her and my DoUy/s family." 

Mr. Gibbons thanked .her ia 
tranfports of joy and; gratitude ; and 
now Dolly and her fifter^ wJio had 
walked out in fearch of .Sophia, ap-p- 
pearing in fight, fhe mended her 
pace, in order to come up with 
-them foon y for in the ardent 
glances that William ffent towards 
his mifkefs, fhe read his impatience 
to fpeak to her, 

Dolly, who was in the utmofl: 
furprife, to fee Sophia thus accom^ 
epanied, took no notice of William.; 
but avoiding, with a fweet baftifulr 
nefs,hiis earneft and paflionate looks^ 
flie fixed her eyes en Mifs Darnle/^ . 
as if fhe wifhed to hear from. her by 
what chaace they had met.. 

** I know," J&id Sophia to her 

ifmiling, ^ that you did not expe<a 

." to fee me fo agreeably (engaged,; 

^ but Mi:* Gibbons cao inform yon 

- ' ^ ** how 



S O P H I A. 205 

^ how his aunt, whom we left inr 
^* the foreft yonder^ and I became 
'^ acquainted." She then addrefled 
fome difcourfe to Fanny, to give the 
lovers an opportunity o£ talking to* 
each other* 

Dolly alked a thoufand queftioss* 
concerning their, meeting, and his 
aunt'5. behaviour to Mifs Darnleyj 
but the paffionatcyouth leaving it 
to ' Sophia' to. fetisfy her curiofity,^ 
employed the few moments he hadi 
ta ftay with her^ in tender afTur- 
ances of his own unaltered affec- 
tion, and complaints of her io-- 
difference.. 

" Surely," faid. Dolly,, wlth^ 
tears in her eyes, " I oughts not 
*^ to be blamed for obeying my 
-* father." 

**• Ah, my dear Doll}^," replied^ 
William, *> our affeftions are not 
** in the power of our fathers .;j:. 
K 6^ '^ aiufc 
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•* and if you hate me now be- 
^ caufe your father commands 
•* jrou to do fo, you never loved 
" me.** 

•' Hate you," cried Dolly ; ** no> 
«* Mr. William, my father never 
** bid me hate you 5 and if he had 
** I am fure I could not have obcy- 
^* ed him : he only commanded me 
** to forget 3K)u." 

^' Only to forget me I" repeated 
William in a melancholy tone : 
then you think that little, Dol- 
ly ; and perhaps you will be able 
to obey him ; but be aflured I 
*^ would rather be hated by you 
•* than forgotten/* 

" That is ftrange, indeed,^ 
laid Dolly, fmiling through, her 
tears. 

^^ You would not think it 
** ftrange," rcj^ied the youth, in 
ail accent that expreflcd at once 

grief 
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grief and refentment, *^ if you 
'' had ever loved. Ah Dolly T 
** are all your tender promifes come 
'* to this ! little did I imagine I 
" ihould ever fee you altered thus I 
** bufl will trouble you no more/^ 
added he, fighing, as if his heart 
- would break ; " I will endeavour 
•' to foUow your example : per- 
*• haps it is not fo difficult a thing 
*^ as I imagined to cure one's felf 
*' of love 5 you have fhewn melt 
** is poffible, and if I fail in the 
** attempt,, I can be but aiifcrable^ 
** ahd that ' you have made me 
^* now." As he fpoke thefe words, 
he turned half from her, and let 
faU fome tears* 

Dolly> who had na intention t6 
make him uneafy, was exceffively 
aifecaed with this fight, and not a. 
little, alarmed at what he had faid r 
^* And will you," faid fiie^ in fh^ 
moft moving tone imaginable -i 

'' will 



y Google 



2o6 SOPHIA. 

^ will you.try to forget me ? thai^ 
^ indeed you will be falfe and 
" perjured too, for you have fwom 
** a thoufand* times that you. would 
" love me forever/' 

** Why fliould. you wifh to fee 
*^ me. wretched," faid he; ** you 
" have Fefolved to love me no longer, 
^ and it is but reafonable that I 
^ fhould tryv to forget you." 

He would have poceeded in this 
ftrain ; but turning to look on her, 
he faw her fweet face overfpread 
with teara. ^' Oh my Dolly," 
cried he, ** we are very cruel to 
** each other; but I. am mofl to 
*' blame : can. you pardon me, my 
^* deareft : fay you can ; alas,^, I 
** know I do not deferve it." 

DoUy'a heart was fo oppreA, 
that (he was not able to fpeak ; but 
fhe held out her hand to her .young 
lover^ who feizing it eagerly, preft 
it. to his lips,^ *^ Yes> I will love 

''you;: 

5^ 
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•* you/* Taid he, ** though yott 
** ftiould hate nre ; I wiU love youa 
^' to my lateft breath/' 

Dolly perceiving Sophia and 
her filler coming up to them, drew 
.away her hand haltily s but loolc- 
cd on: him at the fame time, with 
inexpreflible tender-nef^ : Sophia 
told him with a fmile, that fli^ 
was afraid hi» aun^t would be im- 
patient : upon which he made hi§ 
feow, and haftened back to her.. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Dolly concludes her Story. 

FANNY now left her lifter 
alone with Mifs Darnley, who 
peiyreiving that fhe had^been weep- 
ing, aifced her tenderly the caufe. 
'* Oh my dear mifs, faid the poor 
'* girl bluftiing and preffing her 
** hand, if I had but a little of your 
'* prudence and good fenfe, I 
** fhould obey my father better^ 
** but when one has once giveix 
'* one's heart, it is very difficult to 
'' recal it." 

" Very true, my dear," faid So- 
phia; " therefore one ought not 
♦* to be in hafte to give it." 

*^ I hope," interrupted Dol^ 
with ari anxious look, *^ you have 
^* o\>ierved nothing in Mr. William 
•^ to make you change your good 

opinion of him/' 

«' Quite 
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" Quite the contrary," ifoid So- 
phia, ** I believe hitn to be a good,. 
*^ and I am fure he is a fenfible 
^* youth: nay naore, I believe he 
•* has a fincere regard for you ; and 
'' that," purfued fhe, fighing, *lis 
" faying a great deal, conlidering 
^* what reafon I have to judge un- 
** favourably of nien : but, my 
" dear, I would have you keep 

your paffion fo far fubjed:ed ta 
** your reafoti, as to make it not 
^* too diflicult for you to obey. your 
** father, if he is fully determined to ^ 
*^ refufe bis confent. I know," added 
fhe, with a gentle fmile, *' That it 
'** is eafier to be wife for others 
" than for ourfelves ; but I know it 
*^ is riot impoffible for a heart in love 
^' to follow the didiates of reafon i 
'' I think £6 highly of Mr. Law- 
** foh's underftanding and goodnefsji 
•* that I am perfuaded he would 
^* not lay an unreafo^able command 

** upon 
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** upon you, and by what I could 
** colleft from fome hints dropt 
" by Mrs. Gibbons, and the littk 
*^ difcourfe I had with your lover, 
** the old gentlewoman is wholly to 
" blame/' 

•^ Did Mr. WiUiam tell you," 
faid Dolly, ** what was the occalt- 
** on of their quarn:l/' 

'' No,'* replied Sophia: ^' I 
** fhould be glad to hear it from 
'' yourfelf." 

'' Well," refumed Dolly, '' tak- 
** ing her under the arm, let us go 
'* to our dear oak then, and there 
'* we fhall be out of light ; but I 
** am impatient to know how you 
** met, and what converfation you 
'* had/' Sophia fatisfied h^r curi- 
ofity, diverting herfelf a little with 
the old lady's hard words, and her 
ftriift regard to ceremony. 

'' Ah," faid Dolly, '^ it was 
^ thofc hard words, and the clut- 

*^ ter 
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^^ tex fee made aboul: ceremony and 
** decorum, thai occafioned ^1 our 
." unhappinefs i for as I told you^ 
^* mifs, flie was well enough pleaf- 
** ed with her nephew's choice; 
^ faying, that he was in the right 
." to marry hke a gentleman, and 
** prefer peribn and breeding to 
** money : however,, fooh after fhc 
** came into the country, £he flicw- 
** ed herfelf a little diffatisfied with 

my education^ and faid, that as 

my father was a gentleman and a 
^^ fcholar,. he ought to have taught 
^* his daughters a little Greek and 
** Latin, to have diftinguiihed them 
^* from meer country girls,.'* 

" Your naother, I fupppofe,*' 
faid Sophia, ** laughed at this no- 
^' tion/' 

^^ It does noyt become n>e," faid 
Dolly, to blame my mother ; ^^ but 
<* to be fure fhe took great delight 
^ iji ridiculing Mrs^ Gibbons : inr* 

<* ^eed 
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** deed it was icarce ^dfible t6 
^* help fmilittg now and then at het 
" hard words, and her formal po- 
*' litenefs ; but my mother, as Mr. 
5* William often told mc with 
^* great concern, carried her raillery 
5* fo far that his aunt would cer- 
^' tainly be offended with it at laft; 
f* and fo indeed fhe was, and grew 
^* every day cooler, with regard to 
** the marriage. This difgufted 
•* my mother more, fo every thing 
** wore a melancholy appearance : 
«* at length Mrs. Gibbons broke 
«* out one' day violently^ upon my 
^* mother's fending a difh of tea to 
** another gentlewoman before her. 
** I faw a ftorm in her countenance, 
^* and dreading the confequence, I 
** madehafte to carry her, her difh 
•* myfelf,, but fhe refufed it fcorn- 
fully, and then began to attack 
my mother in her ftrange lan- 
guage, upon her want of breed- 

" ing^ 
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^ ing, and ^norancc of the ruled 
<* 'of precendmcy^' that was hw 
*^ word. M^f mother at firft only 
*^ laughed, and rallied; but when 
^* the reftrof oair vilitors was gonc^ 
*' and Ml^&. Gibbons^^nly remained^ 
^* the quarrel grew ferious. My 
" mother, who was out of patience 
V with her foUy, ikid ibrae fevero 
*** thingSjwhich provoked Mrs-Gib^ 
^^ bons fo Hfiuch^ that {he rofe up 
•** In a fury^ and declared (he would 
*«^ never more any have edleBion with 
<^ fuch vulgar creatures* At tha* 
^/ monaentmy fa4;her and Mr. Wil>*^ 
^ liam, who had been walking, toni 
*«* gethef, came iiKto the room > 
^' they both were exceflively fun* 
^' prifcd at the diforder which ap>^ 
<* peared among us: Mid poor Mr^ 
«^ William, who was moft appre** 
** henlive, turned as pale as death > 
^' he gave me a melanchcJy look, a» 
^ fearing what had happened, and 

'< had 
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^ had fcarce courage enough to afk 
** his aunt what was the matter ) 
^ Mean time, my mother, in a 
** laughing way gave my father an 
^* account of what had happened, 
*5 repeating fome of Mrs. Gibbons'^ 
** ftrange words, and made the 
** whole affair apjpear fo ridiculous, 
** that Mrs. Gibbpns in a great fu- 
** ry, flung out of the houfe, de- 
** daring that from that moment 
** fhe broke of aiiy treatife of mar- 
** riage between her nfephcw and 
^ me ^ and that if he continued to 
^ make his addreflfes. to me, (he 
** would make a will, and leave all 
** her money to a diftatit relation. 
♦* Mr. William was obliged to fol- 
*< low his aunt; but he begged my^ 
<* father's leave to return as foon aS 
^ he had feen her fafe home. When 
*' ke came back, he implored my* 
** father, with tears in his eyes, not 
^ to forbid his feeing me : he faid 
' *^ the 
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^ the lofs of his aunt'is fortune 
" would give him no concern if he 
" durft hope that it would make 
^ no alteration in my father's refo- 
*' lutions^ fince his own little in- 
*' heritance was fuificient to main- 
" tain as comfortably. My father 
^ was pleafed with his generous af- 
'/ fedtion for me, and faid a great 
" many obliging things to him, a^ 
" did my mother likewife : fo that 
^ we thought our misfortune not 
** fo bad ; but the next day old far- 
* ' mer Gibbons came plodding to our 
^ houfe, and with a great deal of con-- 
*' fufion and aukwardnefs, told my 
** father that he was very forry for 
^ what had happened ; but fifter had 
^ changed her mind, and would not 
** let hex nephew marry, and he 
** was afraid if he difobliged her 
** ihe would leave all her money to 
^ ftrangers; fo he begged him to 
** give his fen no encouragement, 

'' but 
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^ but to ten hkn plainly he mui^f 
^ obey his aunt aiid. his father i 
^ and he £dd.he was fure his ion 
^ would mind what my &ther faid 
^ to him morefhan^ any body die.'* 
- .«* i am in pain fw poor Mr. 
•* Lawfon," faid Sophia. « What 
«^* a boorifh fpcech was this !" ' 

•* My fethcr,". wftraaed Dolly, 
^ faid afterwards, that if it had not 
*« be«i for the concern he fek fof 
^ me and Mr^ William, he. fhonldL^ 
*^ have been- CKcefliTelyr diverted 
^ with the did man's fimpUcity; 
^ but he anfwered him gravely, and 
** with great civility : he promifed 
•* him that the affair fliould go nd 
^* farther; that I fhould ra»ye na 
^< more vifits from his fon>^ and 
** that he would talk with him, 
^* and endeavour to make him fub- 
^^ mit patiently to what his father 
^ and his aunt h^ determined for 
*' him. The old man thanked my 

*^ fa- 
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^V father a thmifiind times over for 
^^ixi^ kindnels, and after a great 
^* mmy bov^s and Icrapfes he went 
f^ away. My father was as good 
^' ^ his word : he laid his com- 
^•:wialids ^nf fAe' to think no more 
^^ of Mr. William, and forbad md 
^^ to fed- or ipeild^ to him ^ arid when 
^ Mr- Williafti came next, he took 
** him'Witfei him into his ftudy, ind 
^ iaiked^ear him a long time. Hd 
^^ Jickn^tvted^ed that Mr/ Williani 
*^' hsid oftWiif- than once moved 
^* him eMh to ^ears ; but for all 
*^ that he did not relent, and we 
^' were not allowed fo much -as to 
*^ fpeak to each ©ther alone, for 
** fear we fhould take any meafures' 
^' to meet in private. This I thought 
** very fevere," purfued Dolly, iigh- 
ing, ** we might at leafl hive 
^^-been' indulged in taking leave, 
** fince we were to be feparated 
*^ forever." 

Vol. 1/ L '' I can- 
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^* I cannot blimc your father,*' 
faid Sophia, ** he was indifpenfably 
obliged to ad as he did : it is to 
be wiflied, indeed, that Mrs. 
Lawfon had pafied over the poor 
woman's follies with more tem- 
per ; but this cannot be helped 
now : perhaps I may be able to 
ferve you. The old gentlewo- 
man feems to have taken a likings 
to me ; I fhall endeavour to im^ 
prove it, that I may have an pp- 
tunity to foften her : it is not im-- 
poffible but this matter may end 
wclly^t." 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Mrs. Darnley and Harriot refoive 
tO' vijit Sophia, 

POOR Dolly was ready enough 
to admit a hope fo pleaiing^ 
and felt her heart more at eafe than 
it had been a long time. As for 
William, his aunt's extravagant 
praifes of Sophia, and fome ex-» 
prcflions which fhe dropped, inti- 
mating that (he (houldbe pleafed 
if he could make himfelf accept- 
able to fo fine a lady, hinted to 
him a fcheme which might aiFord 
him the means of feeing his mif- 
trefs fpmetimes : he feemed there- 
fore to liften with fatisfa£tion to 
thcfe dark overtures made by his. 
aunt, aftd upon her fpeaking ftill 
plainer, he faid it would be pre- 
fiimption in him to think that a 
L 2 young 
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young lady fo accomplifhed as; Mifi 
Darnley would 109k down upon 
him ', and befides, he had no op- 
portunity of improving an . ac- 
quaintance with her, being for- 
bid Mr. Lawfon's houfe, at her 
requeft. 

The old woman^ pleafed to find 
he made fo little oppofition to her 
defire, told him, *^ That he v/culd 
•* have opportunities enough of lee- 
** ing and converfing with the 
'/ lady ; ihe often walks out, 
^< faid {he, either in the^ fOreft 
•/ or the fields about the houfe : 
^* cannQt you throw yourfelf in her 
*^ way, and accoft her politely, as 
^* you very well know how ; and, 
'* to felicitate your fuccefs, I will 
/* let her know that I am willing to 
^* receive the honour of a vifit from 
*> her, though this is againft all the 
<* rules of decorum, for it is my 
^* part to vifit her firft, fhc being 

^' the 
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** the greateft ftranger here : you 
^^ £hall deliver my meflage to her 
^* to-morrow yourfelf/' 

The youth replied, coldly, ** that 
** it was poffibk he might not meet 
** with her to-ijiorrow : neverthe- 
*^ lefs, he would go every day to the 
^* foreft, and wherever it was likely 
^^ fhe would walk, in hopes of fee- 
*' ingheri" 

Mrs. Gibbons, exulting in the 
^hope of mortifying Mrs- Lawfon, 
told her nephew, " That if he 
^* could itjccecd in his addrefles to 
f* miis Damley^ and give her fo fine 
^* a lady for a niece, fhe would fet- 
^ ^ tie the beft part of her fortune on 
^^ him immediately/' 
4 William fufiered her to pleSfe 

-herfclfwiththefe imaginations, hav^, 
ing fecured the liberty of going un- 
fuipefted, and as often as he pleat- 
ed, to thofe places where he could 
fee his belcived Dolly; hitherto he 
L 3 :^ had 
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had not dared to indulge himfdtf' 
frequently in thefe ftolen inter- 
views, left his aunt being inform- 
ed of them fli(?uld take mcafureS ta 
engage Mr. Lawfon to keep hfe 
daughter under a greater reftraint j 
but now he continually haunted tfec 
parki the wood^^ and the ^Ids 
about Mr. liawfon's houfe: here 
he could not fail of often feeing 
his miftrefs, and fometimes _ of 
fpeaking to her unobferved by any 
one. 

Dolly never failed to chide hkn 
as often as this happen^* for^thua 
laying her under a neceflity of, dis- 
obeying her father's ihjun<5tion8 i 
but fhe took no pains to jQiimi 
t\ ofe pkces where flic was almoft 
. fure of meeting him ; and her 
chiding was fo gentle, that.he wa& 
convinced flie was not greatly 
CrfTended. 

Sophia i happening to meet him 
' ' S [ -- one 
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bne morning, while he was thus 
iauntering about, (he enquired for 
his aunt, and hearing from him 
Jbow defirou3 the old gentlewoman 
was of fwing Jherv Ihe who w^ 
full of. her, benevolent ichfcme, and 
eager to put it in execution, de- 
layed her vifit no longer than till 
Afe afternoonl, 

Mrs. Gibb6ns confidcred this as 

a proof of her nephew's finceritj^, 

and was in fo good a Jiumour, that 

flie liftened withwit any. figns of 

difpleafypne, to .the ^sraifes which 

Sophia artfully introdiKxd of Dolly; 

and even Ibmctimes jdined in them. 

Sophia thought this a very favour-^ 

able beginning, and went away 

- full of hope that fhe iliuuld fueceed 

] in her defign : biit while ihe was 

thus endeavouring to make oliiers 

: happy, her lifter was preparing a 

new mortification for her.. 

Sir .Charles continued to vifit 
^.. . i Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dttnlty as ufual : he pafied 
ibme hours every day at her houjfe, 
jQuid while he applauded himfelf 
for the ilcadineis cxf his refolution, 
not to foUow hi$ miftrefs^ he 
perceived net his own weaknefs in 
ibeking every alleviation of her ab- 
fence. . He went ^to the houfe 
where fhe had formerly dwelt, bc- 
caufe every obyed he faw in it 
brought her dear idea to his mind-: 
he loved to turn over the books he 
had {ten her read^ to fit in th(^ 
places where ihe oifed to fit : he 
was tranfportcd when he fiiw any 
thing that bekaiged tto her ; and 
when he was not obferved by the 
anquifitive eyes of Harriot, he in- 
clulged his own in gazing upon So- 
phia's pidure^ £aintly as it jexpre^fed 
the attraftive graces of the original : 
Jie endured the trifling ' difcourfe 
of Mrs. Darnley, and the infipid 
gaiety of Harriot^ and Idt allx>ther 

com- 
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<bompan)rand amufements to con- 
verfe with them, that he might heap 
fomething concerning Sophia ; for 
he had the art, without feeming to 
defign it, to turn the difcourfe fre- 
quently upon her, and thus drew 
from the loquacious mother all he 
dcfired to know, without appearing 
to be ipterefted in it. 

Mrs, Darnley knew not what 
judgment to form of his aifliduity irt 
vifiting her, and vainly endeavoured 
to penetrate into his views. As for 
Harriot, who had no idea of thoia 
Fefinements of tendernefs, which 
influenced Sir Charles's conduft on 
this occafion, fhe concluded that 
her charms had once more enflaved 
him, and exulted in her fancied 
conqueft the more, as it was a 
triumph over her fifter, who had 
been the occafion of fo many mor- 
tifications to her. 

Nothing is fo eafy or fo fallacious 

as 
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as the belief that we are beloved 
and admired ; pur own vanity helps 
the deceit, where a deceit is in- 
tended : and a coquet who has a 
double portion of it, willingly de- 
ceives herfelf. 

Harriot was now fully perfuaded 
that Sir Charles had forgot Sophia,' 
and was wholly devoted to her. 
Impatient to infult her with the 
news of his change, fhe propofed 
to her mother to make her a vifit : 
Mrs. Dar;iley immediately confent- 
ed, not becaufe fhe was very defi- 
rous to fee her daughter, but be- 
caufe every thing that wore the 
£aicc of amufement was always ac- 
ceptable to her. Sir Charles, upon 
being made acquainted with their 
intention, offered to accommodate 
them with his chariot j and al-^ 
though he only defired them coldly 
to prefent his compliments to So- 
phia, yet when he refledted that 

they 
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they would foon fee and convcrfe 
with her, he could not help envy- 
ing their happinefs ; and it was 
with great difficulty he conquered 
himfelf fo far as to forbear going 
with them. 



End of the First Volume. 
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